
 

For more information… 
The Euromontana position paper is available on www.euromontana.org or under request, writing to marie.guitton@euromontana.org 
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Energy in Mountain Areas - Strategy Proposal 
Summary of Euromontana’s position paper  

 

What is Euromontana? 
Euromontana is the European multisectoral association for co-operation and development of 
mountain territories. Euromontana brings together organisations of mountain people: 
development and environmental agencies, agricultural and rural development centres, 
territorial authorities, research institutes, etc. It includes organisations from Western Europe as 
well as from Central and Eastern European countries with the aim of developing international 
co-operation. Currently 72 organisations from 17 wider European countries are members of 
Euromontana. 
Euromontana’s mission is to promote living mountains, integrated and sustainable development 
and quality of life in mountain areas. 
In order to achieve this, Euromontana facilitates the exchange of information and experience 
among these areas by organizing seminars and major conferences, by conducting and 
collaborating in studies, by developing, managing and participating in European projects and by 
working with the European institutions on mountain related affairs. 

What objectives related to energy in mountain areas?  
Context:  
- The EU must give itself the means to achieve the objectives 20-20-20 (reducing the emissions 
of greenhouse gas by 20% and increase the use of renewable energy by 20% in the European Union 
by 2020). 
- A secure energy supply and affordable prices are essential for the attractiveness of mountain 
regions, as areas of life and work. 
- Mountains are among the areas that are the most vulnerable to climate change in Europe 
(according to the EU White Paper on Adaptation to Climate Change (COM (2009) 149), which has 
immediate and medium term economic consequences, and long-term environmental impact. 

Consequently, Euromontana wishes to highlight four key aims of mountain regions for the future: 
a/ Becoming as energy efficient as possible; 
b/ Helping mountain communities to become energy secure through local production from 
diverse resources; 
c/ Creating the capacity and the appropriate networks for mountain communities to 
become exporters of their energy products. 
d/ Through research and practical pilots generating an expertise that can be transferred 
around and shared within Europe.  

9 Recommendations for sustainable mountain energy  
1 Energy saving 
Reducing consumption while increasing quality of life 

2 Area surveys and energy cadastres 
Evaluation of the population’s energy needs, and the area’s potential for supplying resources that 
can be used to produce energy 

3 Natural resources shall be properly compensated 
Not only mountain regions can be energetically self-sufficient, but they can also use their 
resources as engines for development and sources of income 

4 Combined natural resources produce energy and revenue 
The combined use of different natural energy resources (solar, wind, geothermal) can be a source 
of future income for our regions 

5 Quality certification to consolidate processes 
Environmental certification must include energy-use certification. A systemic framework for the 
energy policy of mountain areas is needed (integrating questions of transport, environment, etc.) 
referring to the regional scale. 

6 Training 
Training tools need to be made better-suited toward the creation of a common standard at the 
European level 

7 Sharing information 
The European Institutions and Member States must encourage the creation of information 
networks and centres in mountain areas 

8 Energy desks at the municipal level 
Mountain municipalities must be supported for setting up their own « energy desks » where 
citizens can go to get information, develop projects, etc. 

9 EU credit lines 
Euromontana specifically suggests that, starting from 2011, the European Union’s budgeting 
process include specific strategies in the areas of energy savings 




