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1.1. Evolution of the network in 2012 

Five new members were recruited to Euromontana’s network in 2012: 

 The Municipality of Vborsko (Croatia) 

 The local development agency PINS in Skrad (Croatia) 

 The Regional development agency of Soca Valley (Slovenia) 

 The AGROM-RO association which is back in the network (Romania) 

 The university of the mountains related to the University of Milan (Italy) 

The network is therefore strengthening in South-Eastern Europe which is good news.  

MACEO, new organisation assembling Euromontana members UCCIMAC, COPAMAC-SIDAM and 

APAMAC has taken up their membership for an optimized participation. 

 

The following organizations left the network in 2012:  

 Crofters commission (Scotland) 

 Forestry Commission (Scotland) 

The Andalucia region has informed they would not be able to pay the membership fee in 2012. 

Vasterbotten Region decided to leave the network at the end of 2012 as well as Provinces of 

L’Aquilla and Trento. These members respected their prior notice. 

 

In addition, in conformity with the Association’s constitution, those members who had not paid 

their membership fees for more than 2 years have been contacted and access to Euromontana 

services has been cancelled for those who did not reply. Access has been as well temporarily 

cancelled for members who did not pay their membership fee 2011 or have declared difficulties 

for 2012. 

 

Taking these moves into account, the network counted, on 31st December 2012, 64 members. 

The list of these members is at the end of this report. New membership is foreseen in 2013. 

 

1.2. The Brussels Secretariat in 2012 

Euromontana Brussels secretariat was composed in 2012 of Alexia Rouby, Director, Marie 

Guitton, Project Manager, Ancuta Pasca, Project Officer and Birte Vietor, Junior Project Officer. 

Birte Vietor ended her volunteering at the end of February 2012. Two stagiaires and volunteers 

strengthened the team during summer: Emmanuelle Picaud and Paola Concu. Alexia Rouby was 

on maternity leave until the 23rd of April and was replaced by Guillaume Cloye, Interim Director. 

Marie Guitton left Euromontana on 30th of November 2012. 

1.3. The Board of Directors 

The Board of Directors met on the 15th of March in Rome, on 28th of June and 11th of Decem-

ber in Brussels, and shortly on October 2nd in Chambery. The General assembly elected a new 

Board of Directors on October 2nd, 2012. 

 

1.4. General Assembly 

The General Assembly 2012 took place on 2nd October 2012 in Chambery, France. 

1.5. Communications 

Euromontana kept on modernizing its communication tools, with notably increased visibility on 

social networks. The Facebook profile has been improved. In conjunction with the European 

mountain convention in Chambéry on Youth, a dedicated Mountain Youth blog has been created 

and animated by trainees who tried to stimulate on-line discussions. 

1. INTERNAL LIFE OF THE NETWORK 
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2.2 Interreg IVC — PADIMA (Policies against depopulation in mountain areas) 

 

Padima is a project of exchange of good practices for fighting depopulation 

in mountain areas. It was approved late 2009 and started in January 2010. 

Euromontana and its partners (the provinces of Teruel, ERSAF—Lombardy, 

UCCIMAC, Buskerud, Hedmark, Torino and Dalarna) were working succes-

sively on three key topics to increase the attractiveness of mountain areas 

for people and businesses: education and training, territorial marketing 

and economic diversification. The good practices identified were ex-

changed between partners, so that everyone can improve their respective 

policies. Then the conclusions of these exchanges are being analysed in 

two ways, on a sectorial basis and in an integrated manner so that they can 

be used for the improvement of regional policies of all European regions. 

Main project activities will end in December 2012. Communication of the results and the imple-

mentation of good practices are expected to last longer after this date. 

 

The work conducted in 2012 included the analysis of data collected on economic diversification 

(work package 3), definition of the methodology for work package 4 (integrated approach of the 

depopulation) and practical implementation of new projects in each partner region (transfer of 

good practices). 

The results of the work on economic diversification were compiled in the document “ECONOMIC 

DIVERSIFICATION Final report and policy recommendations” published in April 2012. In 2012 

Euromontana secretariat worked intensely on the writing of the final report “Strategies to in-

crease the attractiveness of mountain areas: how to approach depopulation in an integrated 

manner?” that was presented at the European Parliament, during the final conference, on 27th 

June 2012.  

As all project results became available, their communication entered a more intense phase too 

in 2012. It was carried out on-line (through email, PADIMA/Euromontana website), but also via 

the organisation of the final meeting of the project, participation in external meetings, distribu-

tion of printed materials at events organized by the project or the partnership. The newsletter 

“economic diversification” and the final report were translated into French by Euromontana and 

by project partners into Italian, Spanish and Swedish. 

 

The following documents were produced in 2012:  

 Proceedings of Economic diversification Seminar held in November 2011 in Le Puy en  

       Velay, France, - in January 2012  

 ECONOMIC DIVERSIFICATION Final report and policy recommendations  - April 2012 

 Newsletter presenting the results of the work on economic diversification - in June 2012  

 Policy recommendations and final report of the project “Strategies to increase the  

      attractiveness of mountain areas: how to approach depopulation in an integrated manner?”      

 - June 2012  

 Three synthetic brochures summarizing strategies to improve attractiveness of mountain 

areas towards three target groups: young people, working age people and retired people. 

 

The following meetings were organized in the framework of the project:  

 Coordination meeting of the consortium: 22nd March & 27th June in Brussels,  

 Final conference to communicate and discuss the project results, the strategies to fight de-

population and policy recommendation: 27th June 2012, European Parliament, Brussels  

 

More information about the project is available at: www.padima.org 

2. PROJECTS 

http://www.padima.org/
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2.2 Study on positive experiences in the field of mountain wood supply chains  

 

Euromontana carried out a study on the mobilisation and 

valorisation of wood from mountain forest co-financed by the 

French Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Fisheries Rural Af-

fairs and Spatial planning. This study started in May 2011 

and was completed in June 2012, with dissemination of the 

results carried out in summer 2012.  The objective was to 

identify positive European experiences linked to the organi-

sation of the wood chain that allow the increase of wood har-

vest from mountain forests and the development of local 

supply chain for the valorisation of mountain wood. 

 

In 2011, the major European forest stakeholders had been met and a call for good practices 

launched during the summer. In 2012, the analysis of the practices selected by the steering 

committee was continued and terminated with writing of synthesis sheets to facilitate the trans-

ferability of each practice. The analysis of the practices also led to the drawing of recommenda-

tions that constitute the final section of the report (the first section includes a presentation of 

the European context as regards mountain forests). 

 

In order to prepare the recommendations, a last physical meeting of the steering committee 

took place on 14 February 2012 in Paris. The final draft of the report was then discussed on the 

phone with some members of the steering committee on 27 March.  

 

The final version of the report was delivered in French at the end of April and was put online in 

a way that allows each case study to be downloaded separately. During the months of June to 

August, the report was translated into English and the dissemination online or by post to select-

ed relevant stakeholders was organised. 

 

Find the final version of the report on http://www.euromontana.org/en/themes-de-travail/

mobilisation-du-bois-et-organisation-des-filieres-en-montagne.html.  

 

2.3 DANTE — Digital Agenda for New Tourism Approach in European Rural and Mountain Areas 

 

DANTE, a project included in the INTERREG IVC Programme, offi-

cially started in January 2012. The project partners gathered for 

the first time for the launch meeting held in Turin on February, 

16-17, 2012. This three-year project aims to improve the effec-

tiveness of regional policies in the area of innovation by enhanc-

ing the role of ICT in tourism industry in rural and mountain are-

as. 

DANTE network involves 13 project partners: Province of Turin—Project Coordinator (IT), Eu-

romontana (FR), University of Crete (GR), Decentralised administration of Crete (GR), Fundecyt 

(ES), CSI Piemonte (ÌT), Cybermassif (FR), InKnowCom (NL),  Bauernhofferien (DE), Development 

center Litija, (SI), University of Ljubljana (SI), Regional Development Agency Bielsko-Biała (PL), 

Metropoli (IT). Euromontana is in charge of the dissemination and the communication of DANTE 

project. 
 

In addition to the kick-off meeting, four further conferences were held in 2012 to gather the 

project partners:  

- Crete, 17-18 May 

- Germany, 4-5 July 

- France (Clermont-Ferrand), 25-26 September 

- Spain (Extremadura), 7-8 November 
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The aim of these workshops is for partners to exchange experiences in running regional ICT pro-

jects for tourism and to debate transferability of the local good practices outside of the area 

they were meant for. 

 

In addition to the work related to workshops, a dozen good practices were selected and promot-

ed in a guide of good practices. The guide is already available on the website of the project and 

it will be fleshed out as new practices will be added to the project. It can be useful also to in-

crease awareness of those not directly involved with DANTE themes.  

 

For more information, visit the website of the project www.danteproject.eu or its Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/DanteProject. 

 

 

2.4 MOG — Move On Green 

 

Like DANTE, Move on Green is a three-year project included in the 

INTERREG IVC Programme and it officially started at the beginning 

of 2012. Its aim is to improve the organization and efficiency of 

regional Transport policies. The project involves 13 partners: gov-

ernment of the province of Teruel—Project Coordinator (ES), Sode-

bur— Society for the Development of the province of Burgos (ES), Thessaly Region—Regional 

Development Fund (GR), Epirus Region (GR), Shetland Islands    Council (UK), Euromontana 

(FR), Central Transdanubian Regional Innovation Agency (HU), Regional management Burgen-

land Ltd. (AT), BSC Business Support Centre Ltd. Kranj (SI),  West Transdanubian Regional Inno-

vation Agency (HU), Vidzeme Planning Region (PL), Podkarpackie Region (PL), Ministry for Infra-

structure and Agriculture of Brandenburg (DE). Euromontana is in charge of dissemination and 

communication and it works on the collection of European experiences coming from countries 

and regions others than the partners’ ones. 

 

Several meetings were held in 2012: 

- 28-30 Mars: Project launch in Teruel, Spain, with study visit in MotorLand, Alcaniz 

- 28-30 August: working seminar at Shetland Islands, Scotland, UK, with visit study at « PURE 

Energy » Centre. 

- 4-6 December: working seminar in Podkarpackie Region, Poland. 

The Seminars allowed organization of the work and exchange of regional and European good 

practices. The project is at its first stage and its current target is to analyze strategies adopted 

in the partners’ regions and prepare a guide of political recommendations aimed to illustrate 

possible policies of sustainable transports. The guide will be developed during the second stage 

in 2013. 

For more information, visit the website of the project www.moveongreen.eu or its Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/MoveOnGreen. 
 

 

2.5 Development of new projects within Euromontana 

 

Engage.MORE— Energy Governance for Action planninG in MOuntain aREas  

 

In 2011 the project SEE.MORE (Sustainable EnErgy actions in MOuntain aREas) had been sub-

mitted in the framework of the IEE call for projects -Intelligent Energy Europe but it was not ac-

cepted. The project content has been revised and improved to fit the requirements of the 2012 

IEE call for projects. 

The project was finally submitted on May 8, 2012, with the same consortium gathered in 2011. 

If the project is selected, the 13 project partners (among whom there are 6 Euromontana mem-

bers) will work together for 2,5 years, under the leadership of SODEMASA, Ministry of Environ-

http://www.danteproject.eu
http://www.moveongreen.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/intelligent/
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ment of the government of Aragon, Spain. In the project, Euromontana will be the technical co-

ordinator and it will be in charge of the organisation of the communication tasks. 

 

Engage.MORE deals with energy governance for action planning in mountain regions. The ra-

tionale of the project is that small mountain communities can contribute to achieving the 20-20-

20 targets of the European Union through adapted multi-level governance models. En-

gage.MORE would therefore implement participative multi-level governance models to: 

- integrate mountain needs and potentials within regional climate-energy action plans 

- implement simple, efficient and rational ways to act at the level of mountain communities 

while reducing financial burdens and work load. 

Throughout the project, the preparation of the regional governance models would be assessed 

and recommendations drawn, aiming for use beyond the partnership. 

 

The evaluation of the project submitted in the framework of the 2012 IEE call was unfortunately 

negative. The project scored 34 points out of 50 when minimum 35 were required for funding to 

be envisaged. 

 

FAO mountain oriented actions 

 

There has not been any new development. 

 

EEA and Norway Grants 

 

At the demand of Romanian Members, positively received by Norwegian members, Euromon-

tana secretariat has started to follow-up the development of negotiations between the Norwe-

gian Government and several Member States from the East and South of Europe, eligible for 

financing under the programmes EEA and Norway Grants. Early 2012 all financing framework 

have been concluded but the call for projects will come later. In the mean time, the secretariat 

is encouraging members to network (through events, ie Chambéry Convention) and to develop 

concrete project ideas.  

 

DG AGRI Information measures 

 

The call for projects has been disseminated on July 27th, with deadline for submission of pro-

jects on October 31st. As in 2011, the European Commission has chosen to finance only big 

projects, asking for community funding of at least 100k€ not counting staff costs, i.e. , consider-

ing the 50% co-financing rate, a minimum budget of 200k€. Staff costs are paid up to 10 000€ 

only. These conditions mean that measure preparation costs are very badly funded and that 

Euromontana must find a 100k€ co-financing for external costs, and close to 50k€ for staff 

costs. In addition, the payment comes only after validation of the final report. Amounts have to 

be advanced for at least 2 years. The call conditions are therefore not compatible with Eu-

romontana possibilities. 

 

European Innovation partnership “Agriculture productivity and sustainability” 

 

Euromontana has been invited in August to enter a consortium replying to the call for constitu-

tion of a networking facility aiming to contribute to the European Partnership on agriculture 

which has been created on 29th February 2012.  

 

Euromontana would have held there the role of regular partner and would have gained funding 

for occasional participation of experts to the work of the consortium, in order to bring mountain 

point of view in the debate on research and innovation in the field of agriculture. 

 

This commitment came in prolongation with work undertaken on innovation in the framework of 

the European Mountain Convention in Lillehammer in 2010 and in synergy with the increasing 



8 

 

involvement of Euromontana in the focus group on knowledge transfer and innovation launched 

on 14 June by the European Network for Rural Development. 

 

Unfortunately, the lead partner of the consortium decided, two weeks before submission, not to 

tender for the call, considering the maximum allowed budget was inferior to the minimum ne-

cessary budget to undertake the required activities. No bid has been submitted despite the in-

vested efforts. Five offers have been received by European Commission who will grant the con-

tract in 2013. 

 

*** 

 

In addition to projects in which Euromontana got directly involved, numerous solicitations were 

communicated to Euromontana for partnerships in the field of Youth, energy, wine growing, for-

estry. These offers have been redirected to members to encourage development of common 

actions and collection of the necessary funding. 
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3.1 Participation in an event during the European Sustainable Energy Week (19 June ) 

 

The FREE initiative (Future of Rural Energy in Europe) aims at raising awareness to questions 

related to energy in rural areas. Euromontana follows this initiative since its launch in June 2010 

http://www.rural-energy.eu/ 

 

RURENER is an IEE project coordinated MACEO, France. It is a network of small rural communi-

ties that want to reach energetic neutrality. http://rurener.eu/ 

 

A participative event has been organized in the framework of the EU Sustainable Energy Week 

(EUSEW), in collaboration with RURENER, FREE initiative, ERSAF, Highland and Islands of Scot-

land European Partnership, ERSAF, Regional Office of Silesia in Brussels and organisations  

such as Efficient20, Farmagas et RES Champions League. The seminar was held in Scotland 

House building in the afternoon of June 19.  

 

The themes of the event were the analysis of energy solutions in rural and mountain areas and 

the participants discussed relation between agriculture and energy (sustainable energy produc-

tion for agriculture and energetic efficiency), multi-level governance and technical and techno-

logical solutions to be implemented. The seminar was a participative event and each participant 

gave his contribution, proposing personal ideas and examples on the three aforementioned sub-

jects. 

 

About 60 people attended this event, which ended with Lambert van Nistelrooij’s speech 

(European Parliament), who largely encouraged a greater involvement of rural and mountain 

areas to achieve UE 20-20-20 goals.  

The summary of the event and speeches are available on the website of Euromontana: 

http://www.euromontana.org/images/stories/themes/ENERGY/Events/2012-06-19_EUSEW/Minutes-
june-21-2012_8p_En1.pdf.  

 

3.2 European Mountain Convention 2012 “Youth to the top—the mountain path to the future ! 

”  (2-4 October 2012, Chambéry, France) 

 

Following the decision of the Board of Directors, the VIIIth 

European Mountain Convention was organized in partner-

ship with Rhône-Alpes region in Chambery on 2-4 October, 

on the theme of youth. The objective of this European Moun-

tain Convention was to discuss the potential opportunities 

mountain areas offer to young people and to evaluate the 

conditions that are needed to get young people living on a 

long term basis in mountain areas. 

 

In 2012, the preparatory work started the previous year was reinforced. It consisted in coordina-

tion meetings between Rhône-Alpes and Euromontana partners in Brussels (February and June 

2012), a study visit by Ancuta Pasca from the secretariat in Chambéry and Lyon in April, in the 

selection and contact of all speakers, broad communication of the Convention, elaboration of 

background documents for Convention’s organisation, organisation of study tour, registration of 

participants, etc. 

 

A specialised blog on Mountain Youth was created in French, English and Italian and fed in from 

June to September with articles highlighting interesting initiatives. An animated movie was also 

3. MEETINGS, SEMINARS AND CONFERENCES OF EUROMONTANA 

http://rurener.eu/
http://efficient20.eu/
http://www.farmagas.eu/
http://www.res-league.eu/
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elaborated for efficient communication towards young people. 

 

Close to 300 people participated to this European Mountain Convention which were very positi-

vely evaluated by participants. Attendees particularly enjoyed the direct involvement of young 

people in the debates and the vitality of discussions which resulted from this involvement. De-

bates led to the adoption of the Declaration of Chambery, which sets the main lines of Euromon-

tana future action in the field of Youth.  

  

 

 
 

3.3 2014-2020: Which future for our islands and mountains? (29 November) 

 

Euromontana has been invited by the Network of Islands Chambers of Commerce and Industry  

of the European Union (INSULEUR) to get associated in the organisation of a high level meeting 

in the European Economic and Social Committee. 

 

European Commissioner for regional policy Jo-

hannes Hahn was invited and represented at the 

meeting by Mr Wladislaw Piskorz. The aims of the 

meeting were: 

 to discuss the institutional proposals on the 

future of the European cohesion policy,  

 to contribute to the debate from the perspec-

tive of islands and mountain territories 

 to generate an open and fruitful exchange 

between decision makers and representa-

tives of insular and mountain territories.  

Around 100 people participated. André Marcon 

represented Euromontana. 

 

 

http://www.euromontana.org/images/stories/evenements/EMC2012/declaration/declaration_de_chambery_en_final.pdf


11 

 

 

 

4.1. Contribution to the debate on the Common agricultural policy 2014-2020 

 

Euromontana contributed to the discussion following the publication by European Commission 

of the legislative proposals on October 12, 2011. On the basis of its revised position paper, it 

participated to different technical work aiming to inform the policy process including parliament 

work. 

 

Work has been conducted with the European Forum For Conservation and Pastoralism (EFNCP) 

to argue the necessity to revise the definition of permanent pastures and the approach of pas-

toralism in legislation. A document has been produced and communicated in April 2012. The 

Parliament report has taken up part of its content in its amendments, enlarging the spectrum of 

surfaces which should be eligible. 

 

Euromontana has then contributed to the European Parliament report on the CAP by communi-

cating a position paper including amendment proposals, which have been taken on board by 

MEPs in July. One regards the possibility to reward practices that are already beneficial and not 

only practice change in the framework of agri-environmental measures. The other is related with 

the allocation of 1st pillar money which would not be used to 

finance a mountain payment in the first pillar. 

 

Euromontana has also participated to the Conference “The 

CAP towards 2020: taking stock with civil society” organised 

on July 13th by European Commission. 

 

Euromontana also continued dialogue with ARC2020 by partic-

ipating in the conference on September 19th closing the 

“Good food March” launched by the network. 

 

All related documents are on line on www.euromontana.org in the section dedicated to agricul-

ture and rural development. 

 

 

4.2. Promotion of Euromontana’s position on energy in mountain areas  

 

The FREE initiative (Future of Rural Energy in Europe) aims at raising awareness to 

questions related to energy in rural areas. Euromontana has officially supported 

FREE initiative since 2011. http://www.rural-energy.eu/.  

 

In 2012 the activities carried out in partnership with FREE focused on monitoring European poli-

cy development (the co-organization of the event in the framework of the EU Sustainable Energy 

Week is part of it - see section 3.1). FREE secretariat keeps Euromontana secretariat constantly 

informed about policy evolutions and the publication of consultations with information letters to 

Euromontana members. 

 

In addition FREE replies to relevant consultations and replies are sent to initiative supporters 

(among which there is Euromontana) to make possible amendments. The activity simplifies Eu-

romontana’s work to monitor news on the theme of energy.  

 

 

4. POLICY MONITORING AND POSITIONS 

http://www.euromontana.org
http://www.rural-energy.eu/
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4.3 Contribution to the policy reform on the quality of agro-food  

 

Optional quality term for mountain products 

 

Negotiations on the text of the Quality package have been concluded on June 20th, 2012 by a 

political compromise which introduces the protection of the term “mountain product” in Europe-

an legislation. 

 

Formal approval occurent in autumn at the European Parliament and at the Council and regula-

tion (CE) 1151/2012 was finally published on 14th December 2012. This new legislation re-

wards 15 years of Euromontana work on this subject and also represents a challenge for the 

future. 

 

European Commission study on “Mountain foods” 

 

In addition, with the objective of completing knowledge and the impact assessment on a poten-

tial optional quality term « mountain product », the European Commission has launched a study 

which is carried out by the Joint Research Centre. The JRC has externalised part of the work. 

ISARA, UHI and Euromontana have obtained the literature review part of the work. The study 

started in 2012 and concluded on September 11th, 2012 with work on the last versions of the 

report until the end of November. 

 

This study was the occasion to remobilise and complete results of research carried out on the 

subject and to complete them with legal and market analysis. The next steps will consist in us-

ing results to better inform development of implementing acts. 

 

4.4 Contribution to the debate on the future Cohesion policy 

 

Following legislative proposals in autumn 2011, Euromontana has analysed proposals and par-

ticipated in various events organised, in order to promote its position, especially:  

 in the consultation organised by the Committee of the Regions on the common strategic 

framework on May, 7 2012; 

 In the strategic conference on the Common strategic framework organised at the Commit-

tee of the Regions on May 10 2012; 

 In the exchange and information meeting organised with regional offices on June 25th. 

 

PADIMA’s final conference, organised on June 27th, at the European Parliament, allowed Eu-

romontana and the partnership to relay positive messages on the role of mountain areas in Eu-

ropean development and to insist on the weakest points requiring support in the form of invest-

ment. 5 MEPs participated and stressed the need to group to influence the policy process in 

favour of mountain areas. 

 

Considering the extent of the 7 related regulations and the limited means available at Euromon-

tana to follow-up negotiations, the choice has been made by the Board of Directors meeting on 

June 28th to put the priority on the preparation of future programming rather than on the contri-

bution to the legislative process. 

 

The conference organised by INSULEUR and EUROMONTANA on 29th of November at the Euro-

pean Economic and Social Committee also allowed representatives of mountain and island ter-

ritories to relay important messages on the place that should be given to mountain areas in the 

future regional policy. 

 

Given the scale of the legislative negotiation and the limited means available at Euromontana 

to follow-up negotiations, the Board meeting on June 28 decided to privilege preparation of fu-

ture programmes over participation in a nearly finalised legislative process. 
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4.5. Work with MEPs in the framework of the Intergroup for specific territories  

 

The work with the intergroup has rather been slowed down in 2012, even considering the cru-

cial importance to assemble MEPs around our issues to influence the position of the Parlia-

ment. Lack of means and difficulties in working together lead to underuse the success obtained 

in 2009 with the constitution of that Intergroup. 

 

Contribution to the modernisation of competition policy is considered as a point which could 

justify a new meeting in autumn 2012. This meeting finally did not take place, partly due to de-

lays in the process of drafting new rules by DG COMPETITION on regional aid guidelines.  

 

4.6 Contribution to the reflection on the future competition policy 

 

Euromontana’s contribution to the process of revision of State aid rules continued in 2012, with 

support of the protocol of cooperation with Norwegian Mountain Network and Norwegian gov-

ernment. 

 

On the basis of elements compiled in preparatory meetings in 2011, Euromontana prepared a 

response to the open consultation of the Commission on state aid revision. The position has 

been submitted on April 26. On the basis of that contribution, Euromontana kept contributing to 

the consultations opened on the state aid modernisation process, in particular on de minimis. 

 

4.7. Contribution to the reflection on the future European Tourism Policy 

 

In the context of the preparation of a common framework for tourism industry at EU level, in 

2012 Euromontana replied to two consultations of the European Commission, DG Industry and 

Enterprise. The first one, on April 20ty asked for opinions on the principle of the European Char-

ter for sustainable tourism and the second on 13th July on the European Tourism Label for 

Quality Systems.  

To build these replies, the network has worked closely with public regional authorities such as 

the Lombardy Region (Italy) and Highland Council (Scotland). 

 

In these replies, we stress the importance of compliance with environmental sustainability crite-

ria, physical accessibility and employee's satisfaction as qualitative criteria of the quality label.  
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5.1. European Commission DG Agriculture Advisory Group on “Rural Development” 

 

The advisory group met on 23-24 April 2012 in Brussels with a preliminary workshop aiming at 

specifying positions on competitiveness, environment and territorial aspects of the future CAP. 

Euromontana participated with two representatives in order to communicate crucial points for 

mountain areas: the necessity to reward beneficial practices already in place in mountain areas, 

and the defense of payments for areas facing natural constraints. Euromontana also raised the 

point regarding the necessity to provide with legislative tools really allowing a multi-fund ap-

proach. 

 

The advisory group met again on 22-23 november to conclude its work. The working group on 

environmental services debated a long time on the environmental efficiency of less-favoured 

areas payments and Euromontana promoted the measure as efficient also from the point of 

view of public goods. 

 

Reminder: Euromontana became a member of the Advisory group on Rural Development for 

the Directorate General for Agriculture on 23 April 2004. This designation allows Euromontana 

to have one seat as member and one seat as observer in each meeting of the group. The advi-

sory group comprises of European agriculture organisations, NGOs and professional organisa-

tions involved in rural development. The official representative is Juanan Gutierrez. 

5.2 European network for rural development (ENRD) 

 
Euromontana is one of twelve European organizations which have been designated to be part of 

the European Network for Rural Development established in late 2008. 

 

Coordination Committee (CC) 

 

The coordination committee met on June 14th. Juanan Gutierrez represented Euromontana. 

The Committee discussed the results of the work of the focus group on environmental services 

and benefited from a presentation of the innovation partnership regarding agriculture productiv-

ity and sustainability. The Committee also commented the work plan 2012-2013. The commit-

tee met again on 6th of December in relation with the seminar on successful programming. 

 

Leader Subcommittee 

 

The leader subcommittee met on May 31st and June 1st to discuss particularly community-led 

local development (CLLD) ie the extension of the LEADER approach to all territories including 

URBAN territories. Antonio Machado and Frank Gaskell participated for Euromontana. 

 

Focus groups 

 

The ENRD work tends to organise around focus groups which work on particular themes and 

the collection of implementation examples from the current programming period and formula-

tion of recommandations for the future programming period. Euromontana participated in the 

focus group on environmental services and notably to the physical and on-line meetings, includ-

ing the seminar in Purmerend (NL) on 23-24 May 2012. Euromontana’s contribution has been 

considered as valuable. 

 

5. EXTERNAL NETWORK: PARTNERSHIPS, REPRESENTATION,  

PARTICIPATION  
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Euromontana has also decided to get involved in the focus group on innovation and knowledge 

transfer in agriculture launched on June 14th and who met a second time on November 20th.  

 

Euromontana finally participated in several seminars organised by ENRD, especially on the fu-

ture of rural networks (17th September), on LEADER in local development in the framework of 

Open days (8-12 October), on rural finance (26 october), on the European Innovation partner-

ship on agriculture (19 November) and on successful programming of EAFRD (6-7 December). 

 

5.3 Advisory group on the quality of agro-food products of European Commission DG 

AGRI 
 

Euromontana participated to the meetings of the group on March 23rd, July 4th and October 

16th. During these meetings, the progress of the negotiation on the quality package has been 

reported and discussed. On July 4th, Euromontana expressed its satisfaction regarding the pro-

gress made on the protection of the term « mountain product ». 

 

Considering the quality of its contribution and the success met, the European Commission 

granted Euromontana with the status of official member of the group, allowing funding for an 

expert seat. 

 

5.4 Alpine Convention 
 

Euromontana has observer status at the Alpine Convention. Thomas Egger on behalf Euromon-

tana participates in meetings of the Permanent Committee of the Alpine Convention. Thomas 

Egger has communicated its will to stop this representation due to lack of time. The Board of 

Directors has considered the possibility to withdraw from the Alpine convention and has decid-

ed to stay if Rhône-Alpes could provide a representative. Rhône-Alpes agreed to appoint Gene-

viève Borodine as representative of Euromontana in the Alpine convention. 

 

The Alpine convention held its XIIth conference on 7 September 2012, on the occasion of the 

Alpine week of Val Poschiavo in Switzerland, themed around « Renewable Alps ». 

 

The 4th report on the state of the Alps, dedicated to sustainable tourism, was adopted there. 

The Alpine convention (Regula Imhof) participated to the conference organised on that theme 

by Euromontana in 2011. 

 

The Alpine convention also continued the work of its agriculture platform in which Euromontana 

was represented by Andreja Borec. The platform adopted a position paper on agriculture and on 

mountain foods, text which states which approach convention parties would like to privilege for 

the promotion of mountain products. The text arrived in parallel of the EU legislation was adopt-

ed on 14th December 2012 by the European Union. Preparatory works of the Alpine Convention 

should contribute positively to the reflection on implementation criteria. 

 

5.5. International Partnership for the Sustainable Development of Mountain Regions 
 

Euromontana is a member of the Mountain Partnership that was created on the initiative of the 

FAO at the end of the International Year of Mountains in 2002. It is a voluntary alliance of part-

ners dedicated to improving the quality of life of mountain people and protecting mountain envi-

ronments around the world. In 2012, the Mountain partnership worked actively on the prepara-

tion of the Rio +20 Conference, to which it participated in June 2012. The position of mountain 

areas has been consolidated in the Rio declaration and the partnership met in Rio to discuss its 

future activities. Euromontana could not participate.  

 

In 2012, following the Rio conference, a reflection on future partnership activities has been 

launched and a task force created. Euromontana followed via those among its members which 
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participate actively in the reflection. 

 

5.6. European Mountain Forum 
 

Euromontana is a Board member with no specific responsibility. No specific activity is to be re-

ported in 2012. 

 
5.7 The United Nations Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations 
 

The United Nations Committee on Non-Governmental Organisations has granted Euromontana 

a special consultative status of the United Nations Economic and Social Committee.  

Special consultative status is granted to NGOs which have a special competence in, and are 

concerned specifically with, only a few of the fields of activity covered by the ECOSOC. 

Non-governmental organizations with a special consultative status, that express their wish to 

attend the relevant international conferences convened by the United Nations and the meetings 

of the preparatory bodies of the said conferences shall as a rule be accredited for participation. 

 

Following the submission by Euromontana of its quadrennial report, Euromontana consultative 

status has been confirmed by UN. 

 

For more information see http://www.un.org/esa/coordination/ngo/ 

 

5.8. Group 174 
 

Euromontana has joined forces with the European Association of Elected Representatives from 

Mountain Regions (AEM), the European Federation of Small Islands, the "panel of islands" of 

the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR), the Network of Chambers of Com-

merce and Industry island of the European Union (INSULEUR), and northern sparsely populated  

areas (NSPA), to form the "Group 174". 

 

The group's name refers to Article 174 of the Lisbon Treaty, which stipulates that certain cate-

gories of regions need to be treated with "special attention", namely those regions that suffer 

from “natural and demographic severe and constant disadvantages". The most northern 

sparsely populated regions,  islands, and mountainous regions are explicitly mentioned.  

 

In 2012, Group 174 maintained regular links to coordinate its actions on on-going policy negoti-

ations. 

 

 

http://www.un.org/esa/coordination/ngo/
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The provisional budget voted by the General assembly 2012 was — 5,338€. 

 

The balance of accounts closed by the Euromontana Board of Directors on 4th April 2013 is fi-

nally 4193€.  

 

This improvement can be related to the application of strict management rules aiming at reduc-

ing costs (no prints, no external translations) as well as to a good management of projects. The 

exemplary implementation of the project PADIMA notably allowed to fully use the allocated 

budget and even to benefit from a reallocation of resources from other partners to conduct addi-

tional activities undertaken in the last semester.  

 

The General Assembly meeting on November 6, 2013 in Brussels is asked to approve this re-

port and the associated accounts and to allocate the result to the retained earnings. 

 

6. FINANCIAL BALANCE 2012 
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ALBANIA  MADA—Mountains areas development association 

 

CROATIA  Municipality of Vborsko 

CROATIE  Agence de développement local PINS 

 

SPAIN   Basque Government—HAZI 

SPAIN   Diputacion Foral de Gipuzkoa - Departamento de desarollo del medio rural 

SPAIN   Habitate, Asociación de Entidades por la Poblacion de Teruel 

 

FRANCE   APCA - Permanent Conference of the Agricultural Chambers 

FRANCE   ARPE - Agence régionale pour l'Environnement Midi-Pyrénées 

FRANCE   Région Rhône Alpes  

FRANCE   FNSEA - National Farmers Union 

FRANCE   ISARA-Lyon - Agricultural Institute of Rhone Alpes 

FRANCE   Chambre de Commerce et d’Industrie des Vosges 

FRANCE   Conseil Général du Gard 

FRANCE   MACEO (grouping UCCIMAC, COPAMAC-SIDAM and APAMAC) 

FRANCE   CNIEL- Centre National Interprofessionnel de l’Economie Laitière 

FRANCE   Conseil général du département de la Lozère 

FRANCE   Conseil régional d’Auvergne 

FRANCE   Association Porc montagne 

FRANCE   OIER SUAMME - Service d'utilité agricole Montagne Méditerrannée Elevage 

FRANCE   ACAP- Association des chambres d'agriculture des Pyrénées 

FRANCE SUACI Montagne Alpes du Nord -Interdepartmental service for agricultural and 

rural development 

FRANCE Cybermassif 

FRANCE Regional Chamber of agriculture Provence-Alpes-Cotes-d’Azur 

FRANCE European Mountain ICT Forum 

 

GREECE Technological Education Institute of Kavala, Departament of Forestry and Natu-

ral Environment Management at Drama 

GREECE Municipality of Karpenissi (Evritania) 

 

ITALY   Provincia dell'Aquila 

ITALY   Confederazione Italiana Agricoltori - Italian Farmers' Union 

ITALY   ERSAF - Regional Entity for services to agriculture and forestry (Lombardia) 

ITALY   Province Autonome de Trento 

ITALY   Provincia di Torino 

ITALY   Sudtiroler Bauernbund 

ITALY    Provincia di Sondrio 

ITALY   Universita della montagna—GESDIMONT—(University of Milan, Lombardia) 

 

 

MACEDONIA  MAKMONTANA - Association for the development of mountain regions 

 

NORWAY  Buskerud County Council 

NORWAY  Fjellregionen in Hedmark/South Trøndelag —Board of mountain regions 

NORWAY  Sogn og Fjordane County Council 

NORWAY  Telemark County Council 

NORWAY  Oppland County Council 

NORWAY  Hedmark County Council 

NORWAY  USS— Utmarkskommunenes Sammenslutning  

 

 

7. MEMBERS OF EUROMONTANA 2012 
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PORTUGAL  AJAP, Association des Jeunes Agriculteurs du Portugal 

PORTUGAL Associaçao de Desenvolvimiento do Pinhal Interior Sul—Regional Development 

Agency 

PORTUGAL  ADRAT - Agence de développement de l'Alto Tamega 

PORTUGAL  Instituto Politecnico Bragança —Centro de Investigaçao de Montanha (CIMO) 

 

CZECH REPUBLIC Svaz Marginalnich Oblasti (Union of Marginal Areas) 

 

ROMANIA  CEFIDEC - Training and Innovation Centre for the Development of the Carpa 

   thians 

ROMANIA  FAMD Dorna - Farmers Federation of the Mountain Vatra Dornei 

ROMANIA  Fundatia Adept Transilvania 

ROMANIA  Impreuna pentru tine 

ROMANIA  Romanian Mountain Forum 

ROMANIA  National association of sheep breeders 

ROMANIA  HEIFER Foundation Romania 

ROMANIA  ROMONTANA 

ROMANIA  AGROM-RO 

 

UK   Highlands & Islands Enterprise 

UK   Scottish Natural Heritage 

UK   The Highland Council 

UK   University of the Highlands and Islands 

 

SLOVENIA  University of Maribor, Faculty of Agriculture 

SLOVENIA  Regional development Center Soca Valley 

 

SWITZERLAND                   Swiss centre for mountain regions (SAB) 

SWITZERLAND                   Federal Office for Agriculture (Observer) 

 

 

Membership suspended in 2012:  

SPAIN   Instituto Andaluz de Investigacion y formacion agraria y pesquera (Junta de An

   dalucia) 

 

Expressed will to leave in 2013: 

SWEDEN  Kommunförbundet Västerbotten 

ITALY   Provincia dell'Aquila 

ITALY   Province Autonome de Trento 

 

Membership suspended in expectation of membership fees :  

ITALY   Regione Molise 

PORTUGAL  CICEA—Centro de Investigacao em Ciências do Ambiante e Empresarais 

CZECH REPUBLIC South Bohemian University, Ceské Budejovice, Czech Republic 

FRANCE   VETAGRO Sup (ex-ENITA) Clermont-Ferrand - Agricultural and Food Institute 

 

Expressed will to join the network in 2013: 

FRANCE   APEM—Pyrenean association of mountain economy 

ITALY   EURAC— European Academy of Bolzano 

7. MEMBERS OF EUROMONTANA 2012 
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Euromontana is the European multisectoral association for co-operation 

and  development of mountain territories. It embraces regional and na-

tional mountain organizations throughout greater Europe, including re-

gional development agencies, local authorities, agriculture organiza-

tions, environmental agencies, forestry organizations and research insti-

tutes.  

Euromontana’s mission is to promote living mountains, integrated and 

sustainable development and quality of life in mountain areas.  

In order to achieve this, Euromontana facilitates the exchange of infor-

mation and experience among these areas by organizing seminars and 

major conferences, by conducting and collaborating in studies, by devel-

oping, managing and participating in European projects and by working 

with the European institutions on mountain issues. 

E U R O M O N TA N A  

2, Place de Champ du Mars 

B-1050 Brussels 

Belgium 

Phone: +32-(0)2-280.42.83 

Fax: +32-(0)-2-280.42.85 

Email: info@euromontana.org 


