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1.1. Evolution of the network in 2013 

Five new members were recruited to Euromontana’s network in 2013: 

 EURAC—European Academy of Bolzano (Italy) 

 APEM—Pyrenean association of mountain economy (France) 

 Development agency of Horezu (Romania) 

 The provincial government of Zaragoza (Spain) 

Promising contacts have also been established in Spain and in South-astern Europe for future 

membership. 

 

The following organizations left the network in 2013:  

 The autonomous province of Trento (Italy) 

 The province of l’Aquilla (Italy) 

 The Province of Sondrio (Italy) 

Provinces of Trento and l’Aquilla respected their prior notice. 

 

In addition, in conformity with the Association’s constitution, those members who had not paid 

their membership fees for more than 2 years have been contacted and access to Euromontana 

services has been cancelled for those who did not reply. Access has been as well temporarily 

cancelled for members who did not pay their membership fee 2012 or have declared difficulties 

for 2013. 

 

Taking these moves into account, the network counted, on 17th september 2013, 65 members. 

The list of these members is at the end of this report. New membership is foreseen in 2013. 

 

Discussions were started mid-2013 with members of an INTERREG IVB South-Eastern Europen 

consortium « GREEN MOUNTAIN » on the possibility of membership of their partners as a substi-

tute to the initial plan of creating a new European mountain network. These discussions could 

lead to the membership of 12 new organisations, associated with the creation of a platform for 

South-Eastern Europe mountains within Euromontana. Alexia Rouby and Andreja Borec partici-

pated in the GREEN MOUNTAIN meeting in Budapest on september 24th to assess possibilities 

to create such a platform. 

 

1.2. The Brussels Secretariat in 2013 

Euromontana Brussels secretariat was composed in 2013 of Alexia Rouby, Director, Ancuta Pas-

ca, Project Officer until 31st August 2013 and Marie Clotteau, project manager arrived on Octo-

ber 1st. Euromontana has also welcomed several trainees: Sophie Aubert, student in the Eras-

mus Mundus Masters “Food Identity”, in which ISARA (Euromontana member) participates, and 

who has undertaken her Masters thesis on the theme of mountain foods (January to July), 

Raquel Rosel Sanz, communication officer with the support of the Eurodyssée programme 

(February to August), and Damiana Maiz, policy officer on rural innovation with the combined 

support of the Basque Government and of the Leonardo programme (April 2013 to May 2014), 

and Matxalen Sanchez Expósito, communication officer with support of the Basque programme 

“Global training” (November 2013 to May 2014) . 

1.3. The Board of Directors 

The Board of Directors met on 4th of April in Brussels, on 6th of June in Rome and then on 26th 

of September and 5th of November in Brussels. 

 

1. INTERNAL LIFE OF THE NETWORK 
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1.4. General Assembly 

 

The General Assembly 2013 took place on 6th of November 2013 in Brussels, Belgium. A spe-

cial programme was conceived on this transitional year to reflect on the actions of the network 

on the way to its 20th anniversary to prepare projects for the following programming period. 

1.5. Communications 

 

Euromontana continued the now well established active communication practices including the 

weekly on-line publication of news combined with information on Euromontana events, Europe-

an events and events organised by members themselves. 

 

Thanks to the support of communication officers, a strong presence on social media has been 

maintained, especially with the setting-up of an automated feedlink from Facebook to Twitter 

and through the development of the Twitter audience. Most key counterparts of Euromontana 

are this way updated about our activities in a time efficient way. Social media therefore appear 

as a way to increase external communication without generating too much work. 

 

The maintenance of an intense publication rhythm in phases where the secretariat is in limited 

numbers remains however a very big challenge. 
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2.1 Interreg IVC — PADIMA (Policies against depopulation in mountain areas) 

 

The INTERREG IVC PADIMA project ended at the end of December 2012. In 

2013, the team participated in some reporting activities and continued to 

disseminate project results. The project has besides been considered has 

one of the best in the programming period 2007-2013. The INTERREG se-

cretariat indeed selected the 10 best projects, out of which 4 on which a 

video will be prepared: PADIMA is among these 4. Euromontana is proud of 

these results achieved thanks to the competence and dedication of all 

partners. 

 

More information about the project is available at: www.padima.org 

 

 

2.2 DANTE — Digital Agenda for New Tourism Approach in European Rural and Mountain Areas 

 

DANTE, a project included in the INTERREG IVC Programme, 

officially started in January 2012. The project partners gathered 

for the first time for the launch meeting held in Turin on Febru-

ary, 16-17, 2012. This three-year project aims to improve the 

effectiveness of regional policies in the area of innovation by 

enhancing the role of ICT in tourism industry in rural and moun-

tain areas. 

 

DANTE network involves 13 project partners: Province of Turin—Project Coordinator (IT), Eu-

romontana (FR), University of Crete (GR), Decentralised administration of Crete (GR), Fundecyt 

(ES), CSI Piemonte (ÌT), Cybermassif (FR), InKnowCom (NL),  Bauernhofferien (DE), Develop-

ment center Litija, (SI), University of Ljubljana (SI), Regional Development Agency Bielsko-Biała 

(PL), Metropoli (IT). Euromontana is in charge of the dissemination and the communication of 

DANTE project. 
 

In 2013, partners met twice in Turin:  

- on 23-24 May on the occasion of a worshop on good practices of the Province of Turin; 

 on 1-2 October on the occasion of the project’s mid-term conference. 

Organised by Euromontana and the Province of Turin with the support of all partners, the mid-

term conference was the occasion to present to an audience of around 60 people results of the 

first half of the project. 

 

In addition to these meetings, the good practice guide has been finalised. Work has also started 

on implementation plans for regional digital strategies integrating rural tourism and vice-versa. 

Euromontana contributed in particular to the analysis of relevant European policies, informing 

partners regularly about regulatory developments. We also played our role of Communication 

leader by creating the newsletters of the projects and by keeping a good rhythm of on-line com-

munication. Euromontana also launched an idea for a moving exhibition composed of posters 

presenting the different good practices which will be developed for the final conference in 

2014. 

 

More information @ www.danteproject.eu or www.facebook.com/DanteProject. 

 

 

2. PROJECTS 

http://www.padima.org/
http://www.danteproject.eu
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2.3 MOG — Move On Green 

Like DANTE, Move on Green is a three-year project included in the 

INTERREG IVC Programme and it officially started at the beginning 

of 2012. Its aim is to improve the organization and efficiency of 

regional Transport policies.  

 

The project involves 13 partners: government of the province of 

Teruel—Project Coordinator (ES), Sodebur— Society for the Development of the province of Bur-

gos (ES), Thessaly Region—Regional Development Fund (GR), Epirus Region (GR), Shetland Is-

lands    Council (UK), Euromontana (FR), Central Transdanubian Regional Innovation Agency 

(HU), Regional management Burgenland Ltd. (AT), BSC Business Support Centre Ltd. Kranj (SI),  

West Transdanubian Regional Innovation Agency (HU), Vidzeme Planning Region (PL), Pod-

karpackie Region (PL), Ministry for Infrastructure and Agriculture of Brandenburg (DE). Eu-

romontana is in charge of dissemination and communication and it works on the collection of 

European experiences coming from countries and regions others than the partners’ ones. 

 

Only one meeting was scheduled in 2013, in May in Greece, to examine the good practices 

from the Thessaly region. Project partners have also been very active outside seminars. A guide 

of 51 good practices has been produced. A summary was elaborated by Euromontana. Local 

studies from 9 territories have also been published which provide for a picture of rural mobility 

in Europe. Euromontana has undertaken the analysis of European policies and European situa-

tion with regard to mobility in rural and mountainous areas of Europe. Partners also prepared 

and carried out bilateral visits where they deepened the analysis of good practices which they 

were interested to transfer. Euromontana played an active role as Communication leader, pub-

lishing news on-line frequently and highlighting the achievements of the project on the website. 

 

More information @ www.moveongreen.eu or www.facebook.com/MoveOnGreen. 

 

2.4 Development of new projects within Euromontana 

 

BELLIMOUNT— Best Energy Local Leadership in Mountain Areas (CIP-IEE-2013) 

On invitation of several of its members, EUROMONTANA got involved again in 2013 in the prep-

aration of an Intelligent Energy Europe project. In order to maximise chances to succeed, pro-

ject development, including partnership development, have been restarted from zero, without 

taking into account previous submissions. 

The theme of the project has been centered around acceleration and optimization of implemen-

tation of sustainable energy action plans (SEAPs) in mountain areas. The objective of the pro-

ject is to accelerate SEAP implementation by mountain local authorities via the creation, in 5 

target mountain areas of Europe, of training and coaching relationship between a lead local 

authority having demonstrated superior capacity in this respect and 3-4 beneficiary local au-

thorities having just adopted their energy action plan. In each country, one to two technical bod-

ies (university, institute of energy agency) will support the process. 

Euromontana would play the role of coordinator and responsible for the communication of the 

project. 5 out of 7 technical partners are Euromontana members or closely related: RURENER 

(coordinated by Macéo), the Polytechnical Institute of Bragança (CIMO), the Mountain university 

of Edolo (GESDIMONT), and the Technological institute of Kavala. Mountain municipalities asso-

ciated are located directly in their area of activity. The municipality of Karpenissi, Euromontana 

member, is one of the beneficiaries.  

The project will produce training and coaching protocols which should be reusable on a large 

scale and 100 people will be directly trained during the project. 

 

MountForEnergy—Development of sustainable wood energy supply chains (CIP-IEE-2013) 

Upon invitation of UHI and of Foundation Edmund Mach (Italy), involved in the management of 

the centre of excellence for mountain forests MOUNTFOR, EUROMONTANA participated to the 

http://www.moveongreen.eu/
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development of an Intelligent Energy Europe project on wood energy in mountain areas. The 

secretariat notably supported the search for partners in several countries, privileging members 

when it was possible. HAZI, the chamber of agriculture of Ariege linked to ACAP, ROMONTANA 

and MAKMONTANA have integrated the consortium as partners or contractors. The project aims 

at identifying local strategies allowing sustainable development of wood energy supply chains in 

mountain areas. Euromontana would be in charge of communication and would play an im-

portant role in the policy analysis and the constitution of a resource centre. 

 

For both CIP-IEE-2013 projects, evaluation results will be known in early December 2013.  

 

EEA and Norway Grants 

On demand of Romanian and Norwegian Members, Euromontana secretariat got involved in the 

preparation of projects likely to be submitted to call for projects launched in particular in Roma-

nia. A study tour has been organised in spring in Norway in Oppland county council. Ancuta Pas-

ca attended the tour with Heifer Romania and FAMD. Opportunities have been identified which 

participants will be able to use in the calls to come. Calls for projects in 2013 however did not 

offer opportunities to submit projects. 

 

ENPARD Georgia 

Euromontana was contacted by two NGOs to participate in calls for projects for the constitution 

of cooperatives in Georgia in the framework of the ENPARD (European Neighbourhood Pro-

gramme for Agriculture and Rural Development): HEIGER Georgia, who wished to see Euromon-

tana take the major role of co-applicant, and ‘Borderless Agronomists and Veterinar-

ies’ (Agronomes et vétérinaires sans frontiers) who envisaged a more restricted type of coordi-

nation. After a long debate and a thorough analysis of the work load and of deadlines, as well 

as financial implications, the Euromontana Board of Directors decided to propose to both con-

sortia to get involved only as contractors to provide a well identified type of expertise on a spe-

cific field of activity. Only the consortium involving AVSF, led by Women in Europe for a Common 

Future (WECF) has accepted to follow that route. If their offer is accepted, Euromontana will be 

asked to organise two field trips of around one week to examine possibilities for development of 

a mountain perspective in rural development policy in Georgia. The evaluation of the offer sub-

mitted on september 5th will be known at the end of the year at the earliest. 

 

DG AGRI Information measures 

The call for projects has been disseminated on 13th September 2013, with deadline for sub-

mission of projects on November 30th. As in the previous year, the Commission has chosen to 

finance only big projects with a funding request of minimum 100k€, not counting staff costs, 

corresponding to a total budget of external expenses of 200k€ minimum in the framework of a 

normal co-financing rate of 50% and to 140k€ in the framework of an exceptional co-financing 

rate of 75%. Staff costs are not covered. The objective of the call is communication on the fund-

ing measures of the reformed CAP. 

 

The Board of Directors meeting on September 26th decided to submit a proposal, with the ob-

jective to obtain co-financing for the IXth European mountain convention which will take place in 

autumn 2014 in Bilbao, Basque country and for preparatory activities. Preparatory activities 

proposed include the organisation of regional workshops in four or five states. Theme will be 

“creating added value in mountain territories through labelling of products and services”. Mem-

bers assembled in General assembly on November 6th established the basis for this applica-

tion.  

 

*** 

In addition to projects in which Euromontana got directly involved, numerous sollicitations were 

communicated to Euromontana. These offers have been redirected to members to encourage 

development of common actions and collection of the necessary funding. 
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3.1 Participation in an event during the European Sustainable Energy Week (19 June ) 

 

The FREE initiative (Future of Rural Energy in Europe) aims at raising awareness to 

questions related to energy in rural areas. Euromontana follows this initiative since its 

launch in June 2010 http://www.rural-energy.eu/  

 

Free organised as every year an event in the framework of the European sustainable energy 

week (EUSEW – EU Sustainable Energy Week) to which Euromontana brought its support. The 

seminar took place on June 26th and was themed around energy-efficient transport. 

 

 

3.2 Conference on programming of European policies 2014-2020 for mountain areas 

 

“Inspiring programming for lively mountains by 2020” (6-7 June 2013) 
 

Euromontana co-organised with the Italian ministry of agriculture 

and with the Italian Network for Rural development a conference 

aiming to discuss opportunities brought by the new European 

framework 2014-2020. the conference assembled around 130 

people in Rome on June 6th and 7th. The conference was articu-

lated around a plenary session dedicated to the analysis of inte-

grated approach in practice and two workshop sessions targeting 

respectively mountain supply chains and mountain sustainable 

communities.  

 

Contents of the conference are accessible here:  
http://www.euromontana.org/agenda/conferences-et-seminaires/

inspirer-la-programmation-pour-des-montagnes-europeennes-vivantes-a-l-horizon-2020.html 

 

3.3 Conference on mountain innovative entrepreneurship 

 

Euromontana organised on 7th of November 2013, on the occasion of its General Assembly, a 

conference on entrepreneurship in mountain areas, in the European Economic and Social Com-

mittee and under the authority of its president Henri Malosse who opened the conference. Aca-

demic presentations allowed to present structuring elements of the mountain economy. Then 

the floor was given to real entrepreneurs who presented their experience to the audience, to 

feed in a reflection on support schemes who would be most adapted to support mountain entre-

preneurs in their initiatives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. MEETINGS, SEMINARS AND CONFERENCES OF EUROMONTANA 
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4.1. Toward « Mountains 2020 » 

 

Negotiations on European policies entered in 2013 in a final phase centered around negotia-

tion between the Commission, the Council and the European Parliament, notably trilogues. As 

this phase is more difficult to follow and influence for Euromontana, we decided to concentrate 

on preparation of programming 2014-2020. 

 

A document capitalising work from 2007-2013 to define a vision of mountain contributions to 

the European strategy 

 

The first action has been preparation of a transversal position and propo-

sal document aiming firstly at helping mountain people to raise their awa-

reness of the new framework for policies 2014-2020, secondly at explai-

ning, taking into account objectives pursued by the European Union, how 

mountains can contribute, which types of actions have been undertaken 

successfully and are likely to deliver results. 

 

Entitled « Toward Mountains 2020 », this document has been transmitted 

in March 2013 to all members and to EUROMONTANA contacts. The 

board of Directors has coordinated a dissemination towards governments 

in charge of the elaboration of partnership agreements. A specific internet 

page has been developed on EUROMONTANA website, easily accessible 

through a web search of « mountains 2020 ». 

 

Meetings have also been organised on the initiative of members, for example with the Slove-

nian government on January 22nd to present the document. The vision has also been promoted 

towards the Alpine Convention. 

 

Conference on June 6-7: « Inspiring programming for lively mountains by 2020 » 

 

The conference organised in Rome and presented above has been the occasion to assemble 

european mountain actors to present the Mountains 2020 vision and to discuss its content, its 

application and the interest of tools provided by the new European framework. 

 

In the framework of this transversal process, Euromontana has also ensured the follow-up of 

negotiations detailed in the following paragraphs. 

 

4.2. Contribution to the negotiation on the Common agricultural policy 2014-2020 

 

Euromontana has followed for its members policy developments, especially the conclusion of 

the agreement between the Commission, the Parliament and the Council on the Common agri-

cultural policy in June 2013, and its complete finalisation in september 2013. 

Euromontana has also transmitted its contributions to the opinion of the NAT section of the 

Committee of the regions prepared by René Souchon on the future of the dairy sector after the 

end of dairy quotas in 2015, and to the European Parliament initiative report of Herbert 

Dorfmann on the future of mountain dairy farming after the end of quotas. Upon the invitation 

of the MEP, Juanan Gutiérrez has chaired the conference organised at the Committee of the 

Regions on the future of dairy supply chains on 23rd september 2013. 

All related documents are on line on www.euromontana.org in the section dedicated to agricul-

ture and rural development. 

 

4. POLICY MONITORING AND POSITIONS 

http://www.euromontana.org
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4.3. Promotion of Euromontana’s position on energy in mountain areas, collaboration with the 

FREE initiative  

 

The FREE initiative (Future of Rural Energy in Europe) aims at raising awareness to questions 

related to energy in rural areas. Euromontana has officially supported FREE initiative since 

Mars 2011. http://www.rural-energy.eu/.  

 

Activities carried out in 2013 in partnership with FREE focused on monitoring European policy 

development (in addition to the support to the organization of the event in the framework of the 

EU Sustainable Energy Week is part of it - see section 3). FREE secretariat keeps Euromontana 

secretariat constantly informed about policy evolutions and the publication of consultations with 

information letters that we relay to Euromontana members. 

 

In addition FREE replied to the consultation on the new European framework for energy on the 

horizon 2030 concluded on July 2nd. The activity simplifies Euromontana’s work to monitor 

news on the theme of energy.  

 

4.4 Contribution to the policy reform on the quality of agro-food  

 

Negotiation on the delegated act regarding the optional quality term for mountain products 

 

Regulation (CE) 1151/2012 introducing the optional quality term “mountain product” at Euro-

pean level and rewarding 15 years of Euromontana work has entered into force on 3rd of Janu-

ary 2013. The year 2013 has been dedicated to the negotiation of the delegated act aiming at 

defining precise eligibility criteria for this term. Debates have concentrated on the percentage of 

animal feed which can come from mountain areas, on derogations allowing to process in moun-

tain areas, on ingredients which can enter in the composition of processed foods and on the 

way transhumant animals are taken into account. 

 

The negotiation has been very hard, as European Commission adopted a point of view differing 

significantly from that of Euromontana, taking into account mostly quality and not really taking 

into account impacts in terms of territorial development. Euromontana has firstly contributed 

with evidence in the framework of organised consultations. As the position adopted by Europe-

an Commission was very far from Euromontana’s position, Euromontana undertook comple-

mentary activities, especially a meeting with different regions. We elaborated a common posi-

tion with Bavaria and South Tyrol, edited an amended text proposal and wrote at least five 

times to the Commissioner and its cabinet. Despite all these efforts, results obtained at the 

time of writing this report are quite below expectations, with very rigid approaches of animal 

feed and too flexible approach of processing derogations.  

 

EUROMONTANA finally prepared a press release to alert the media on this situation. As a result, 

dialogue was installed again with the Commissioner’s team and, as we write this report, we still 

hope for a positive evolution. Approval of the text is scheduled for the end of October 2013. The 

final delegated act should not be published before summer 2014. 

 

European Commission study on “Mountain foods” 

 

Results of the study carried out for the Directorate General for agriculture of the European Com-

mission and the Joint Research Centre, with the contribution of ISARA, EUROMONTANA and UHI, 

has been published in January 2013. Euromontana, with the help of Sophie Aubert, trainee, has 

published 6 dissemination articles to present the contents of the report. They have been dis-

seminated to all members and presented to the Board of Directors on April 4th. 

 

 

 

http://www.rural-energy.eu/
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Evaluation of the development potential of the optional quality term « mountain product » in dif-

ferent national, regional and sectorial contexts 

 

After 15 years spent building a European argument to obtain adequate legislation on mountain 

foods, it is necessary to go back to the field to evaluate the different implementation possibili-

ties which could apply to different contexts. Sophie Aubert has joined Euromontana for six 

months to do her thesis work required for the validation of the Erasmus Mundus Masters « Food 

identity ». ISARA, member of Euromontana, participates in this masters course. Sophie Aubert 

has compiled results of all work already undertaken to assemble country fiches synthesizing 

quantitative and qualitative information available for a given country. Work has been concen-

trated on six countries covered by the European research project EUROMARC (UK, FR, SI, AT, 

NO, RO). Articles have also been written presenting the situation sector by sector at European 

scale. On this basis, and building on the results of prior research, Sophie has then elaborated a 

tool to conduct a diagnosis of the development potential of the optional quality term « mountain 

product » in different regional contexts. The tool has been tested on different bibliography cases 

and then on the field on the occasion of a field visit to Slovenia in July 2013. The thesis has 

been defended successfully on 11th September 2013 in Angers (France). 

 

It is now up to Euromontana to improve its ownership over this tool, to adapt it a bit more to the 

needs on the field and to  make it available to mountain supply chain actors in a user-friendly 

format. This work will be undertaken in 2014, once the legislation will be stable and in prepara-

tion of the European Mountain Convention 2014. 

 

4.5 Contribution to the future cohesion policy 

 

Euromontana conducted an overall monitoring of the inter-institutional negotiation on the cohe-

sion policy, interalia by participating to relevant events and to the Open days (7-10 October 

2013). 

 

We also followed the elaboration of the partnership agreements, to examine whether or not doc-

uments exchanged between European Commission and Member States pay the specific atten-

tion to mountain areas required by the EU treaty or not. Members have been informed of strate-

gic developments. 

 

4.6. Work with MEPs in the framework of the Intergroup for specific territories  

 

Work with the intergroup totally stopped in 2013, in absence of adequate leadership at Europe-

an parliament level. This absence of commitment of the chairman is highly prejudicial. 

 

4.7 Contribution to the reflection on the future competition policy 

 

Euromontana communicated to its members results of the reform of regional aid guidelines. 

The work carried out by Euromontana in 2012 has allowed mountain stakeholders to secure at 

least the maintenance of current provisions and to improve the profile of mountains in the text. 

However, the priority objective, which is to have geographic characteristics taken into account in 

the calculation of population quotas allocated to different states , is yet to be achieved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12 

 

4.8. Contribution to the reflection on the future European Tourism Policy 

 

Euromontana started to be identified as a relevant actor in the field of tourism following the In-

verness conference in 2011, the adoption of recommendations on that occasion and the re-

sponses we made to consultations in 2012. 

 

In 2013, we have continued to follow-up developments of European policy on tourism and espe-

cially the setting-up of a system of indicators for European tourism ETIS launched in February 

2013. An appointment has been organised with DG Entreprise at the end of september in rela-

tion with organisation of the DANTE mid-term conference on October 2nd 2013. 

 

EUROMONTANA also tried to establish relationships with the ERRIN network and its tourism 

group by participating in its meeting at the end of June and with the NECSTOUR network, 

through participation to the final conference of the project « Training for European sustainable 

tourism » in September 2013 in Brussels and the organisation of an appointment with NECS-

TOUR after that.  

 

The development of these relationships is necessary to identify who are the important players, 

what they are doing and what synergies can be found to improve the conduct of EUROMONTANA 

work on sustainable tourism. 
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5.1. European Commission DG Agriculture Advisory Group on “Rural Development” 

 

The advisory group met on 24 April and 4 October 2013 in Brussels and then again in enlarged 

setting « CAP » on 14th October 2013. Euromontana participated with Juanan Gutiérrez as ex-

pert and Alexia Rouby as observer. In the middle of final negotiation of CAP regulations, these 

meetings were used to inform stakeholders about progress made and preparation for imple-

mentation more than they were used to consult. Subjects presented concerned the content of 

regulations, transition measures from one programming period to another, future of rural net-

works and launch of the European Innovation Partnership for agriculture productivity and sustai-

nability.   

 

Reminder: Euromontana became a member of the Advisory group on Rural Development for 

the Directorate General for Agriculture on 23 April 2004. This designation allows Euromontana 

to have one seat as member and one seat as observer in each meeting of the group. The advi-

sory group comprises of European agriculture organisations, NGOs and professional organisa-

tions involved in rural development. The official representative is Juanan Gutierrez. 

5.2 European network for rural development (ENRD) 

 
Euromontana is one of twelve European organizations which have been designated to be part of 

the European Network for Rural Development established in late 2008. 

 

Coordination Committee (CC) 

 

The coordination committee met on June 6th in Portugal in conjonction with a meeting of Natio-

nal rural networks. Euromontana was holding its conference on programming for mountain 

areas on the same day in Rome and was unable to send a representative. The following mee-

ting is programmed for january 2014. 

 

Leader Subcommittee 

 

The leader subcommittee met on 17-18 April and 11-12 November 2013. A seminar on finan-

cing of local development strategies was jointly organised on 12th November. Antonio Machado 

and Ancuta Pasca followed April’s meeting. 

 

Focus groups 

 

Euromontana continued to participate in thematic groups, especially in the focus group 

« knowledge transfer and innovation » and in the thematic initiative « Youth », in coherence with 

priority actions of Euromontana. 

 

The focus group « knowledge transfer and innovation » analysed deeply issues related to innova-

tion brokering and creation of operational groups. The results of the work were presented by 

ENRD representatives at the Board of Directors on April 4th and are entirely part of Euromonta-

na reflection on a future project on innovation brokering in mountain areas. This commitment 

allowed Euromontana to also be invited to the kick-off meeting of the European innovation part-

nership on agriculture in Madrid on 26-27 June. Juanan Gutiérrez and Alexia Rouby actively par-

ticipated. 

 

 

5. EXTERNAL NETWORK: PARTNERSHIPS, REPRESENTATION,  

PARTICIPATION  



14 

 

The involvement on thematic initiative on youth comes in continuity with commitments made 

following the European Mountain Convention in Chambéry and with the activities forming part of 

the action plan « Youth to the top ». In the framework of this work, the group collected good 

practices in the field of Youth, especially examples of projects supported by rural development 

policy in the current period. A seminar was organised on 11-12 December 2013 in Brussels.  

 

Euromontana also participated to seminars organised by the Network on various themes in 

2013. 

 

Network of the European innovation partnership for agricultural productivity and sustainability 

 

The EIP service point started its activities officially in May 2013. It organised a first meeting on 

26th and 27th of June in Madrid on programming of innovation in future rural development poli-

cy. Euromontana was invited by European Commission and sent an expert. Euromontana also 

followed after that different steps of the creation of this new network. A second seminar was 

organised in Berlin in November. Damiana Maiz followed issues related to rural innovation on a 

daily basis and informed members regularly about news and opportunities. 

 

5.3 Advisory group on the quality of agro-food products of European Commission DG 

AGRI 
 

Euromontana participated to the meetings of the group on 19th February, 25th June and 18th 

October in Brussels. Elena di Bella and Alexia Rouby participated as expert and observer respec-

tively. During these meetings, the EUropean commission presented the progress made on im-

plementation of the quality package. A debate was organised on the implementation of the del-

egated act on the optional quality term « mountain product » at each meeting. At each meeting, 

Euromontana advocated the position of the network, unfortunately with limited success. Euro-

pean Commission persisted indeed in a direction which appears as dangerous for mountain 

supply chains. Numerous members of the advisory group were on Euromontana’s side on the 

occasion of debates. 

 

Considering the quality of its contribution and the success met, the European Commission 

granted Euromontana with the status of official member of the group, allowing funding for an 

expert seat. 

 

5.4 Alpine Convention 
 

Euromontana has observer status at the Alpine Convention. Geneviève Borodine, of the Region-

al Council of Rhône-Alpes, participates in meetings of the Permanent Committee of the Alpine 

Convention which were held in march 2013 in Bolzano and in June 2013 in Cortina d’Ampezzo.  

 

The Alpine convention also continued its work on the platform on agriculture in which Euromon-

tana is represented by Andreja Borec. The platform has worked on labelling on mountain quality 

foods, without reaching a common position, and on a number of other subjects. 

 

The Alpine convention has also worked on questions related to demographic change. Results of 

the PADIMA project have been communicated. Finally, an important work has been undertaken 

to progress towards a macro-regional strategy for the Alps. 

 

5.5. International Partnership for the Sustainable Development of Mountain Regions 
 

Euromontana is a member of the Mountain Partnership that was created on the initiative of the 

FAO at the end of the International Year of Mountains in 2002. It is a voluntary alliance of part-

ners dedicated to improving the quality of life of mountain people and protecting mountain envi-

ronments around the world.  
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In 2013, the Mountain partnership worked actively on the preparation of its new strategy and 

governance, in the immediate continuity with 2012 discussions. A big global meeting of the 

partnership has been organised in Erzurum, Turkey, from 17 to 20 September 2013. New gov-

ernance strategies of the global partnership have been approved and a steeting committee has 

been constituted. Martin Price, Vice-president of Euromontana, participated and was appointed 

member of the Steering Committee representing European civil society. In return, Euromontana 

will have to contribute more actively to partnership work, especially by ensuring a better circula-

tion of information.  

 

5.6. European Mountain Forum 
 

Euromontana is a Board member with no specific responsibility. No specific activity is to be re-

ported in 2013. 

 
5.7 The United Nations Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations 
 

The United Nations Committee on Non-Governmental Organisations has granted Euromontana 

a special consultative status of the United Nations Economic and Social Committee.  

Special consultative status is granted to NGOs which have a special competence in, and are 

concerned specifically with, only a few of the fields of activity covered by the ECOSOC. 

Non-governmental organizations with a special consultative status, that express their wish to 

attend the relevant international conferences convened by the United Nations and the meetings 

of the preparatory bodies of the said conferences shall as a rule be accredited for participation. 

 

Following the submission by Euromontana of its quadriennal report in 2011, Euromontana con-

sultative status has been confirmed by UN in 2012. 

 

For more information see http://www.un.org/esa/coordination/ngo/ 

 

5.8. Group 174 
 

Euromontana has joined forces with the European Association of Elected Representatives from 

Mountain Regions (AEM), the European Federation of Small Islands, the "panel of islands" of 

the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR), the Network of Chambers of Com-

merce and Industry island of the European Union (INSULEUR), and northern sparsely populated  

areas (NSPA), to form the "Group 174". 

 

The group's name refers to Article 174 of the Lisbon Treaty, which stipulates that certain cate-

gories of regions need to be treated with "special attention", namely those regions that suffer 

from “natural and demographic severe and constant disadvantages  ". The most northern 

sparsely populated regions,  islands, and mountainous regions are explicitly mentioned.  

 

In 2013, Group 174 maintained regular links to coordinate its action on on-going policy negotia-

tions. 

 

 

http://www.un.org/esa/coordination/ngo/
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The provisional budget voted by the General assembly 2013 was –150€. 

 

The balance sheet closes with a positive result of 7.668,16 € thanks to a good management 

and the ongoing projects.  

 

The total expenditures amount to  176.759  € including:  

 

 Salaries and charges: € 117,974  

 General expanses: € 57,974  

 Other charges: € 811  

 

The total receipts amount to 184.428  € including:  

 

 Grants: € 66.913  

 Membership fees: € 112.246  

 Other: € 5.269  

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. FINANCIAL BALANCE 2013 
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ALBANIA  MADA—Mountains areas development association 

 

CROATIA  Municipality of Vborsko 

CROATIA  Local development Agency PINS 

 

SPAIN   Basque Government—HAZI 

SPAIN   Diputacion Foral de Gipuzkoa - Departamento de desarollo del medio rural 

SPAIN   Habitate, Asociación de Entidade por la Poblacion de Teruel 

SPAIN   Diputacion Provincial de Zaragoza 

 

FRANCE   APCA - Permanent Conference of the Agricultural Chambers 

FRANCE   ARPE - Agence régionale pour l'Environnement Midi-Pyrénées 

FRANCE   Région Rhône Alpes  

FRANCE   FNSEA - National Farmers Union 

FRANCE   ISARA-Lyon - Agricultural Institute of Rhone Alpes 

FRANCE   Chambre de Commerce et d’Industrie des Vosges 

FRANCE   Conseil Général du Gard 

FRANCE   MACEO (grouping UCCIMAC, COPAMAC-SIDAM and APAMAC) 

FRANCE   CNIEL- Centre National Interprofessionnel de l’Economie Laitière 

FRANCE   Conseil général du département de la Lozère 

FRANCE   Conseil régional d’Auvergne 

FRANCE   Association Porc montagne 

FRANCE   OIER SUAMME - Service d'utilité agricole Montagne Méditerrannée Elevage 

FRANCE   ACAP- Association des chambres d'agriculture des Pyrénées 

FRANCE SUACI Montagne Alpes du Nord -Interdepartmental service for agricultural and 

rural development 

FRANCE Cybermassif 

FRANCE Regional Chamber of agriculture Provence-Alpes-Cotes-d’Azur 

FRANCE European Mountain ICT Forum 

FRANCE APEM—Pyrenean association of Mountain economy 

 

GREECE Technological Education Institute of Kavala, Departament of Forestry and Natu-

ral Environment Management at Drama 

GREECE Municipality of Karpenissi 

 

ITALY   Confederazione Italiana Agricoltori - Italian Farmers' Union 

ITALY   ERSAF - Regional Entity for services to agriculture and forestry (Lombardia) 

ITALY   Provincia di Torino 

ITALY   Sudtiroler Bauernbund 

ITALY   Mountain University—GESDIMONT—(University of Milan, Lombardia) 

ITALY   EURAC—European Academy of Bolzano 

 

MACEDONIA  MAKMONTANA - Association for the development of mountain regions 

 

NORWAY  Buskerud County Council 

NORWAY  Fjellregionen) in Hedmark/South Trøndelag —Board of mountain regions 

NORWAY  Sogn og Fjordane County Council 

NORWAY  Telemark County Council 

NORWAY  Oppland County Council 

NORWAY  Hedmark County Council 

NORWAY  USS— Utmarkskommunenes Sammenslutning  

 

 

 

7. MEMBERS OF EUROMONTANA 2013 
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PORTUGAL  AJAP, Association des Jeunes Agriculteurs du Portugal 

PORTUGAL Associaçao de Desenvolvimiento do Pinhal Interior Sul—Regional Development 

Agency 

PORTUGAL  ADRAT - Agence de développement de l'Alto Tamega 

PORTUGAL  Instituto Politecnico Bragança—Centro de Investigaçao de Montanha (CIMO) 

 

CZECH REPUBLIC Svaz Marginalnich Oblasti (Union of Marginal Areas) 

 

ROMANIA  CEFIDEC - Training and Innovation Centre for the Development of the Carpa 

   thians 

ROMANIA  FAMD Dorna - Farmers Federation of the Mountain Vatra Dornei 

ROMANIA  Fundatia Adept Transilvania 

ROMANIA  Impreuna pentru tine 

ROMANIA  Romanian Mountain Forum 

ROMANIA  National association of sheep breeders 

ROMANIA  HEIFER Foundation Romania 

ROMANIA  ROMONTANA 

ROMANIA  AGROM-RO 

ROMANIA  Development association Horezu 

 

UK   Highlands & Islands Enterprise 

UK   Scottish Natural Heritage 

UK   The Highland Council 

UK   University of the Highlands and Islands 

 

SLOVENIA  University of Maribor, Faculty of Agriculture 

SLOVENIA  Regional development Center Soca Valley 

 

SWITZERLAND                   Groupement suisse pour les régions de montagnes (SAB) 

SWITZERLAND                   Federal Office for Agriculture (Observer) 

 

 

Membership suspended in 2013:  

To be completed on 31st December 2013 

 

Membership suspended in expectation of membership fees: 

To be completed on 31st December 2013 

 

Expressed will to leave in 2013: 

None 

 

Expressed will to join the netword in 2014:  

 On-going discussion with members of the INTERREG IVB SEE Green Mountain (13 organisations) 

 Autonomous community of Navarra (Spain) 

 Association of wine producers in Douro (Portugal) 

 Politecnical institute of Torino (Italy) 

 Cairngorms National Park (Scotland, UK) 

 Parc naturel regional des Pyrénées Ariégeoises (France) 

7. MEMBERS OF EUROMONTANA 2013 
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Euromontana is the European multisectoral association for co-operation 

and  development of mountain territories. It embraces regional and na-

tional mountain organizations throughout greater Europe, including re-

gional development agencies, local authorities, agriculture organiza-

tions, environmental agencies, forestry organizations and research insti-

tutes.  

Euromontana’s mission is to promote living mountains, integrated and 

sustainable development and quality of life in mountain areas.  

In order to achieve this, Euromontana facilitates the exchange of infor-

mation and experience among these areas by organizing seminars and 

major conferences, by conducting and collaborating in studies, by devel-

oping, managing and participating in European projects and by working 

with the European institutions on mountain issues. 

E U R O M O N TA N A  

2, Place de Champ du Mars 

B-1050 Brussels 

Belgium 

Phone: +32-(0)2-280.42.83 

Fax: +32-(0)-2-280.42.85 

Email: info@euromontana.org 


