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1. Interreg Europe
state of play
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258
PROJECTS

322m
INVESTED IN

4
CALLS

Interregional cooperation projects

25%
MANAGING

AUTHORITIES

90%
NUTS 2 

represented

2,000+
PARTNERS

2014 – 2020
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Project* achievements

5,329
GOOD PRACTICES 

IDENTIFIED

3,127
IN GOOD PRACTICE 

DATABASE

1,546
ACTION PLANS

20,557
Staff with increased 

capacity

171%
of target in CP

168%
Of target in CP

2014 – 2020

130
PILOT ACTIONS

*Validated as of February 2023
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Results achieved* by projects 

989
POLICY CHANGES

284m
Interreg Europe ERDF spent 

on projects so far  

1,336m
MOBILISED

x 4.7

52%
Structural Funds

83%
Structural Funds

leverage effect

2014 – 2020

*Validated as of February 2023
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2. SME competitiveness
SILVER SMEs
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Balanced allocation of projects per priority

25%

26%23%

26%

Low-carbon 
economy

60

Environment and 
resource efficiency

67

Research and 
innovation

65

SME 
competitiveness

66
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Supporting the competitiveness of SMEs

66
TO3

Projects

UNIQUE project – the only 

project specifically focussed 

on SILVER ECONOMY

17/73 good practices 

published in the PLP GP 

database

8 policy instruments 

already improved + other 

achievements to be 

reported in the last PR
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3. Interreg Europe
2021-2027
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Sharing solutions for  
better regional policy

29
COUNTRIES
INVOLVED

1
PRIORITY

capacity building 

379m
PROGRAMME

BUDGET
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To improve regional development policy instruments
(including Investment for jobs and growth goal programmes)

How?

Through exchange of experience, innovative approaches and capacity 
building (in relation to the identification & transfer of good practices)

• Primarily dedicated to policymakers

• Focus on exchange of experience

Interreg Europe objective

Different from cross-
border or transnational 

cooperation
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1 cross-cutting priority on capacity building six topics .

Programme scope

Concentration principle (80%)
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Projects

Limited number of regions exchanging and transferring 

experience on a shared regional development issue

Policy Learning Platform

  rth r  xp   t  g pr j  t ’   h  v    t     opening up 

the programme benefits to all

Two actions
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Provides continuous policy-learning opportunities

through access to:

Platform in a nutshell

#policylearning

Knowledge People Expert support
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Open from 5 April to 31 May 2022

First Call for project proposals

134 proposals submitted 

72 projects approved

52%
Success rate
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Open from 15 March to 9 June 2023 

• Please check on our website the recordings of the 

pre-call online networking events organized in 2022:

Smart - 15 Nov 2022

Social - 17 Nov 2022

Green - 29 Nov 2022

Connected, Citizens, Governance - 1 Dec 2022

Policy Learning Platform event - 5 Dec 2022

• The call launch event

15 Mar 2023, Stockholm (SE): Europe, let’s cooperate!

Second Call for project proposals

All topics open
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Project development assistance during call

https://www.interregeurope.eu/apply-for-the-call

Available during calls

https://www.interregeurope.eu/apply-for-the-call
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Thank you!
                          



www.interregeurope.eu/SilverSMEs

Introduction to the SILVER SMEs project

Blandine Camus
Euromontana
communication@euromontana.org

Final conference

Ageing in rural Europe: opportunities for local economies

21st February 2022 - Brussels

http://www.interregeurope.eu/silversmes
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Rural Europe is ageing

▪ People over 65 represented 19% of the rural population in 2011

▫ Projections: 30% by 2050 in rural Europe

▫ European reports show that ageing is faster in rural areas

▪ Ageing brings additional challenges in rural areas

▫ Access to healthcare and lack of basic services

▫ General quality of life

▫ Social life and risk of isolation
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The Silver Economy opportunity

▪ Definition

▫ The Silver Economy is the sum of all economic activity that
serve the needs of older adults aged 50 and over, including the
products and services they purchase directly and the further
economic activity this spending generates

European Commission’s definition

▪ Cross-economic industry

▫ Digital devices, health,

housing, food, tourism &

leisure activities etc.

▪ By 2025, the Silver Economy is expected to contribute over 5.7

trillion euros to Europe’s economy
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The Silver Economy opportunity

▪ Benefits for the rural economy

▫ Economic growth of SMEs thanks to a
new industry

▫ Creation of skilled jobs in health,
housing, digital, food etc.

▫ More resilient local economies that
adapt to change

▪ Benefits for rural older adults

▫ Access to goods and services adapted

to their needs

▫ Improved overall quality of life

▫ Opportunities for their health, leisure,

housing etc.
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Our project
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Our objectives

▪ Improve the implementation and delivery of Regional Policies

for SMEs competitiveness by building on significant

opportunities arising from the Silver Economy.

▪ Generate services and goods that will contribute to improve

the quality of life within an ageing society, in particular in rural

or remote EU areas.
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Our findings

▪ Low familiarity with the term "Silver Economy" among SMEs in

our regions
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Our findings

▪ SMEs were not oriented towards the Silver Economy

▪ No recognition of older adults as consumers

▪ Healthcare was the main focus
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Our actions

Exchange of experiences

3 years

• SWOTs

• Collection of +70 good 
practices

• 3 booklets of best 
practices

• 6 study visits

• 3 international thematic
conferences

Action implementation

2 years

• 8 Action Plans

• +20 actions to drive 
regional change



Follow us on the social media

For more information contact: 

Thank you!

www.interregeurope.eu/SilverSMEs

Blandine Camus, Euromontana

communication@euromontana.org

https://www.linkedin.com/company/silver-smes/
https://twitter.com/Silver_SMEs
https://www.facebook.com/SilverSMEs


Digital Transformation & Silver Economy

SME opportunities to empowering citizens and building 

a healthier society

Birgit Morlion

DG Communications Networks, Content 
and Technology (DG CONNECT) 

Directorate H Digital Society, Trust & 
Cybersecurity

Unit H3, eHealth, Well Being and Ageing

Silver SMEs final event – 21 February 2023

Session 1: The challenges of ageing in the EU rural areas



EU policy framework
Digital, data & ageing



Ursula von der Leyen, 

European Commission President



Digital Decade targets 2030





Health Data Space

https://health.ec.europa.eu/ehealth-digital-health-and-care/european-health-data-space_en

https://health.ec.europa.eu/ehealth-digital-health-and-care/european-health-data-space_en


• COUNCIL RECOMMENDATION on access to 

affordable high-quality long-term care – Q4 2022

• EU Care Initiative – Q3 2022

• Green Paper on Active Ageing, Q1 2021

• Long Term Vision on Rural Areas, Q2 2021

• Report on Demographic Change, June 2020

• Council Conclusions on “Mainstreaming Ageing 

in Public Policies”, January 2021

• EPSCO - Council conclusions ‘Human Rights, 

Participation and Well-Being of Older Persons in 

the Era of Digitalisation’, 09 October 2020 

(German Presidency)

• EPSCO – Council conclusions on “Demographic 

Challenges – the Way Ahead”, 06 June 2020 

(Croatian Presidency) 

• EPSCO - Council conclusions on the Economy 

of Wellbeing, 24 October 2019 (Finnish 

Presidency)

• COM(2012) 83 : Taking forward the Strategic 

Implementation Plan of the European Innovation 

Partnership on Active and Healthy Ageing 

• EPSCO - Council conclusions on Active Ageing 

(June 2010)

• ECOFIN - Conclusions on age-related spending 

(May 2018)

EC Policies

https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-6976-2021-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-11717-2020-REV-2/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-8668-2020-INIT/en/pdf


ACCOMPANY

Beyond Silos

Carewell

CARER+

DEM@CARE

eWALL

FARSEEING

FATE

GIRAFF+

GrowMeUp

I-DON’T’T-FALL

INCA

inCASA

iStopFalls

I-SUPPORT

PERSSILAA

IN LIFE LONG 

LASTING 

MEMORIES

MARIO RADIO

ROBOT-ERA

SILVER

SOCIABLE

STOP AND GO

UNIVERSAAL

http://www.rehabilitationrobotics.net/
http://www.beyondsilos.eu/
http://www.carewell-project.eu/
http://www.carerplus.eu/
http://www.demcare.eu/
http://www.ewallproject.eu/
http://www.farseeingresearch.eu/
http://www.project-fate.eu/
http://www.giraffplus.eu/
http://www.growmeup.eu/
http://www.idontfall.eu/
http://www.in3ca.eu/
http://www.incasa-project.eu/
http://www.istoppfalls.eu/
http://www.i-support-project.eu/
http://www.perssilaa.com/
http://www.inlife-project.eu/
http://www.longlastingmemories.eu/
http://www.mario-project.eu/portal
http://www.radio-project.eu/
http://www.robot-era.eu/robotera
http://www.silverpcp.eu/
http://www.cognitivetraining.eu/
http://www.stopandgoproject.eu/
http://www.universaal.sintef9013.com/


EU actions & initiatives



Ageing Well in the Digital World



Ageing Well in the Digital World

• Responding to the 

demographic challenge

• Linking Technology with 

Ageing – EU AgeTech

Industry

• User-driven innovation, close 

to market, SME participation

Objectives

Coordinator: AAL Association (international asbl under Belgian law), website: http://www.aal-europe.eu/

http://www.aal-europe.eu/


Key facts (2014 – 2021)*:

• AAL2 brings together top research 

performing entities with SMEs & user-

organisations

• Project beneficiaries: 40% SMEs, 26% end-

users, 26 R&D&I actors, 5% Large 

enterprises

• 56.2% of AAL participants have not 

participated in H2020 before (62.8 for SMEs)

• Since 2014, total programme investments of 

EUR 308 million of public funding (121M 

Participating States, 109M EC and 78M 

beneficiaries)

AAL
Ageing well in the 

digital world

21 Participating
States

16 EU MS

3 H2020 ass.

2 third-countries

151 transnational 
R&D Projects 

funded

61% bringing
solutions to the 

market

Project 
Beneficiaries

40% SMEs

26% end-users

26% R&D&I actors

5% Large 
enterprises

AAL Support 
Actions portfolio

65 projects
benefited from
AAL2Business 

support

Networking & 
community

building

4800 AAL2 forum 
participants

Achievements AAL2 - Key Facts & Figuers

*activities continue till mid-2025

40% of the projects are still ongoing (status end 2021)
Achievement booklet: http://www.aal-europe.eu/wp-
content/uploads/2020/04/REVISED_AAL_8pp_new_goals_A4_LEGACY-DOCUMENT_ready.pdf

http://www.aal-europe.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/REVISED_AAL_8pp_new_goals_A4_LEGACY-DOCUMENT_ready.pdf




EU Partnership on 
Transforming Health 
and Care Systems

High-quality, fairly 

accessible, 

sustainable, efficient, 

resilient and inclusive 

health and care 

systems for all. 

• Increase funding opportunities and

strengthen the research and

innovation community

• Fill knowledge gaps

• Increase the ability to implement

innovation

• Intensify cooperation among countries

and beyond healthcare

• Increase stakeholders’ involvement

2023-2030

THCS works embracing the whole knowledge and innovation cycle from fundamental 

research to implementation and transfer of innovation 
https://www.thcspartnership.eu/

https://www.thcspartnership.eu/


Active and Healthy Ageing (AHA) Market challenges

https://innovation4ageing.tehnopol.ee/tools-and-outputs/

https://innovation4ageing.tehnopol.ee/tools-and-outputs/


https://innovation4ageing.tehnopol.ee/tools-and-outputs/

https://innovation4ageing.tehnopol.ee/tools-and-outputs/


• HORIZON-HLTH-2024-STAYHLTH-01-02: two stage
Towards a holistic support to children and 
adolescents’ health and care provisions in an 
increasingly digital society

• Closure: 

• Instrument: RIA

• Tot: 30M€

• Project size: 8-10 M€

Horizon Europe - Destination 1: Topics in 2023 – 2024

• HORIZON-HLTH-2023-STAYHLTH-01-01: single stage
The Silver Deal - Person-centred health and care in 
European regions

• Closure: 13 April 2023

• Instrument: RIA

• Tot: 40M€

• Project size: 15-20 M€

• HORIZON-HLTH-2024-STAYHLTH-01-05-two-stage: 

Personalised prevention for non-communicable 

diseases - addressing areas of unmet needs 

using multiple data sources

• Closure: 

• Instrument: RIA

• Tot: 50M€

• Project size: 8-12M€

Info day recording: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qPDIjNmrm9M

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qPDIjNmrm9M
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Support SMEs to acquire or 

access the latest technologies 

and skills
More than 400,000 EU vacancies in these fields

Better address Europe’s 

economic and societal 

challenges
E.g. climate, health, mobility and public services

Compete globally 
Other regions of the world invest huge amount of 

public capital in advanced technologies. For example, 

the US and China spend € 10-20 billion annually on AI 

alone 

Ensure broad take-up of digital 

technologies across all 

regions of EU
In deploying latest technologies to offer best 

services to citizens and business

Achieve scale through 

collective co-investments
Given the size of investments needed, scale 

required and risks involved  Europe needs to pool 

the resources together

Regain control over Europe’s 

value chains
and ensure Europe’s technological sovereignty

Digital Europe Programme 

Main objectives



European Digital innovation hubs (EDIH)

EDIH catalogue: https://european-digital-innovation-hubs.ec.europa.eu/home

Test before invest: 

Testing HPC, AI, cybersecurity, 
blockchain for public admin

Facilitate agile procurement through 
working with smaller GovTech

suppliers 

Giving advice on digital by default

Skills and training:

Awareness raising about the potential 
of AI, HPC, cybersecurity and European 

CEF DSIs.

Training public administrations on CEF 
DSIs, once only principle, Single Digital 

Gateway, eIDAS, etc. 

Support to find investments:

DIHs could help public administrations 
develop specifications for joint 

innovation procurement (PPI/PCP)

Innovation ecosystem and 
networking opportunities

Replicating  locally developed digital 
public services via DIHs

Offering CEF DSIs to SMEs Liaising with 
DIH of other specialisation

DIHs as one-
stop-shops

Creating a strong EU network of DIH

• European Digital Innovation Hubs provide 
technological expertise and experimentation 
facilities to enable the digital transformation 
of the industry and the public sector

• H2020 funded 166 DIH, covering 94 regions

• Digital Europe Programme will expand this
network to 240 DIH, covering 240 regions

• The Digital Innovation Hubs will be interlinked
to the EEN and Startup Europe networks

https://european-digital-innovation-hubs.ec.europa.eu/home


https://www.opendei.eu/projects/healthcare-sector-new/ 



• European Care Strategy acknowledges the importance of roll-out of accessible digital solutions in the 
provision of care services, in all care settings like home, community-based and residential care. (Sept 2022) 
and “Green Paper on Ageing” promoting a life-course approach to ageing and the need to lead healthy 
and active lives throughout the whole lifespan. (Jan 2021) 

• Flagship Support Instrument on “Person- Centred Integrated Care” (May 2022), to promote reforms in EU 
Member States in support of national and regional administrations in investigating, designing and 
implementing strategies for integrating health, social care and long-term care, including through the 
means of enhanced integration of digital solutions. 

• DIGITAL support of deployment and up-take of new solutions through funding actions that accelerate the 
adoption and best use of digital technologies, also in the health and care sector, involving the entire value 
chain both from supply chain and demand side perspective

• ‘Testing and Experimentation Facilities (TEF)’ 

• ‘European Digital Innovation Hubs’ (EDIH)

• Digitisation of European Industries - Large Scale Pilots on Active and Healthy Living cluster (DEI Healthy Living) , focusing on: 
Platform building, Data-powered business ecosystem, large scale piloting and standardisation

• Support of Digital technologies in Horizon Europe R&D&I framework Programme, cluster 1 Health

Commission programmes and initiatives 

https://ec.europa.eu/reform-support/towards-person-centred-integrated-care_en
https://www.opendei.eu/healthcare-sector/


Certification for 
Ageing in Place
Homes4Life has developed the 
first European Certification for 
Ageing in Place, which has 
already been tested on 11 pilot 
buildings across 
Europe (France, Spain, Italy, 
Ireland, Poland and The 
Netherlands), both in Design 
and Operational phase.

http://www.homes4life.eu/


Funded by the

European Union

CEN-ISO/TS 82304-2:2021 trusted mHealth label in 

Europe

Comprehensive For wellness and medical device apps, not duplicating notified bodies

Evidence-informed Inspired by EU energy level: recognised and used by 85% EU consumers​

Inclusive Label tested by people with low health literacy

Informative Score, label and report for quality in a glance to needed detail

Proportionate At most 81 questions, of which at most 67 score-impacting yes/no questions

Testable Yes-answers require evidence to be assessed by accredited app assessors

Relevant Founded in a Delphi study with 83 experts from 8 stakeholder groups

Maintained



Community & ecosystems



Network for Active and Healthy 
Ageing Reference Site regions 

Promoting and Facilitating the implementation and Scaling-Up of 
Innovation and Digital Solutions to address the life-course 
approach to active and healthy ageing

❖ Stakeholder-driven, dynamic initiative

❖ Fostering innovation in local ecosystem

❖ Valorizing the work done in each region

Gov/Health/Care/ 
Others

Academic/
Research

Industry

Patients/Citizens/ 
Civil Society



Network for Active and Healthy 
Ageing Reference Site regions 

65 Accredited AHA Reference Site Regions

250m Citizens                                  1,400 public authorities, hospitals, primary and         
community care providers, social care providers

1,800 SMEs and Start Ups                     500 Universities, Colleges                        500 patient, voluntary, and 
and research centres                                community groups                                  

https://www.rscn.eu/

https://www.rscn.eu/


Don’t reinvent the wheel

Transfer of innovative 

practices & knowledge 

sharing

• 55 adopters were able to 

implement digital health and 

care solutions

• results of the 21 twinnings

• supported by 24 originators

https://digitalhealtheurope.eu/results-and-publications/twinnings-brochure/

https://digitalhealtheurope.eu/results-and-publications/twinnings-brochure/


https://futurium.ec.europa.eu/en/active-and-healthy-living-

digital-world

https://futurium.ec.europa.eu/en/active-and-healthy-living-digital-world


Thank you

© European Union 2023

Unless otherwise noted the reuse of this presentation is authorised under the CC BY 4.0 license. For any use or reproduction of elements that are 

not owned by the EU, permission may need to be sought directly from the respective right holders.

Birgit.Morlion@ec.europa.eu

• https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/silver-economy-study-how-stimulate-economy-hundreds-millions-

euros-year

• https://health.ec.europa.eu/ehealth-digital-health-and-care/european-health-data-space_en

• Evaluation of the Active and Assisted Living programme (AAL2) | Shaping Europe’s digital future (europa.eu)

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/silver-economy-study-how-stimulate-economy-hundreds-millions-euros-year
https://health.ec.europa.eu/ehealth-digital-health-and-care/european-health-data-space_en
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/evaluation-active-and-assisted-living-programme-aal2?pk_source=ec_newsroom&pk_medium=email&pk_campaign=dae%20Newsroom


Integrated care
Birgitta Sacrédeus



− Tillsammans utvecklar 

vi hälsa, vård och omsorg

Person-centered health care 

designed for peoples needs and 

abilities

Integrated care



• National transformation 

• Politically driven with great unity 

• Wide range of work going on around the country 

In Sweden 





International movement

• Integrated care is in line with the WHO:s goal of 
achieving Universal Health Coverage (UHC) 
around the world.  

• Shifting from today's health care system, which is 
largely built around diseases and institutions, to a 
health care designed for peoples needs and 
abilities





From passive receiver to active co-creator

- Create together with residents, 
patients and users



From reactive to proactive and health-
promoting

• Health promotion, prevention and 

proactive measures are the most

sustainable way of working

• Creating conditions for 

independence and quality of life

• Creating the conditions for equal

health



From isolated care and nursing efforts to 
coordination based on the person's focus

• Start from the best for the 
patient / user throughout the 
care process. 

• Promote shared responsibility 
and trust. 

• Create conditions for equal 
care.



Thank you!



www.interregeurope.eu/SilverSMEs

Laura Gascón Herrero

Lead Partner

Provincial Government of Teruel

Teruel is country for old men

Brussels, 21st February 2023

http://www.interregeurope.eu/silversmes
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Actions foreseen

▪ Action 1 

Agreement with the University of Zaragoza and with IES Bajo Aragon Professional 
Training Centre to foster through their degrees and research the silver economy in 
the province

▪ Action 2

Training and Consulting for Entrepreneurs and SMEs to explore business 
opportunities in the provision of services and/or products to the silver population.

▪ Action 3

Creation of a Chair specialised in Silver Economy promoted by the Provincial 
Government of Teruel

▪ Action 4 

Communication Campaign to raise awareness of the possibilities of Teruel as a 
silver-friendly territory

▪ Action 5 

Mainstreaming of contents concerning the business opportunities in the silver field 
in the Programs for Entrepreneurs and Companies developed by the Regional 
Development Agency of the Government of Aragon (IAF)
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Actions, Action 2

▪ Training and Consulting for Entrepreneurs and SMEs to 

explore business opportunities in the provision of 

services and/or products to the silver population.

▪ Provincial Government of Teruel

▪ Chamber of Commerce of Teruel

▪ European Centre for SMEs and Innovation in Teruel

(CEEI)

▪ Regional Development Agency of the Government of 

Aragon (IAF)

▪ External advisors
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Actions, Action 2

▪ We have done a study for having updated information

about the situation of the SILVER in the province, as 

since 2018, when we did the SWOT, there were no info.

▪ That cost represent 5,000€ +VAT

▪ Results: 

▪ Focus the strategy in products for +50-year-people.

▪ We realised that many companies had no idea about

their target group

▪ Specific trainning for entrepreneurs

▪ Subsidies, awards and other helps that increase the

interest on SILVER 
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Actions, Action 4

▪ Communication Campaign to raise awareness of the 

possibilities of Teruel as a silver-friendly territory

▪ We created an advertisement for spreading out at local level

▪ We created an advertisement that appeared in provincial 

media and two reports in national media at the same time as 

a national fair was being held in Madrid.

▪ Costs 

▪ 5,000 € are allocated for the reportages foreseen in the last 

quarter of 2021.

▪ A new budget line will be created for this purpose for 2022.

▪ We did 4 events specially focus on business wo/men in 

different cities (Ariño, Alcañiz, Teruel twice) That cost were

5,000€ +VAT
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Work with entrepreneurs in 

the territory
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Show cooking in a local 

market
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▪ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mPeXFNWW8Eo

&t=301s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mPeXFNWW8Eo&t=301s
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Communication
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Communication
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Communication
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Action 5

▪ Mainstreaming of contents concerning the business 

opportunities in the silver field in the Programs for 

Entrepreneurs and Companies developed by the 

Regional Development Agency of the Government of 

Aragon (IAF)
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Activities

▪ Influence to the topics that they are working on
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They follow us, are we on the

good way?
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We are a refence on the topic

▪ Letters of support

▪ Interview in depth for PhD

▪ Cooperation with University

▪ Presentation in entrepreneurs pills for cooperative

and social enterprise.

▪ New narrative of the SILVER, more activities are 

organised around the topic, more positive discourse



19



Follow us on the social media

For more information contact: 

Thank you!

www.interregeurope.eu/SilverSMEs

Laura Gascón Herrero

lgasconherrero@dpteruel.es

https://www.linkedin.com/company/silver-smes/
https://twitter.com/Silver_SMEs
https://www.facebook.com/SilverSMEs


www.interregeurope.eu/SilverSMEs

Training for social enterprises and the care 

sector contribute to building rural businesses’ 

capacities

Dorota Bazuń
University of Zielona Góra
d.bazun@is.uz.zgora.pl Final conference

Ageing in rural Europe: opportunities for local economies

21st February 2022 - Brussels

http://www.interregeurope.eu/silversmes
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CHALLENGES IN THE LUBUSKIE REGION WHEN IT COMES 

TO THE NEEDS AND THE POSSIBILITIES OF PROVIDING 

CARE SERVICES
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Number of 
aging people in 
rural areas

Number of 
companies and 
staff providing 
care services
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What is our solution proposal?

▪ Supporting existing and creating new social 

enterprises to provide care services in rural areas

agritourism farms with the potential to provide care

services, which would be interested in running

a business also outside the tourist season – green care

farms
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Why care farms?

▪ Arguments in favour of creating care farms:

▫ seniors stay in their place

of residence, in their community; care farms function

more like a home than an institution;

▫ this solution allows the use of local resources

(agritourism farms); and does not require creating

a new infrastructure;
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How to transform the agrotourism into 

care farm?

▪ Support financially the first care farms from ROP –

pilot project

▫ Three care farms in the region: Jordanowo, Nowe 

Żabno, Jasieniec

▪ Train the staff of the care farms  

▫ Carer of an elderly and disabled person;

▫ First aid;

▫ Handling people with disabilities using equipment;

▫ Improving skills in the field of activation activities;
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When were the different forms of 

training support implemented?

▪ Before opening the care farms

Before the opening, training sessions were carried out that 

were necessary to open this type of facility (e.g. carer of 

the elderly and disabled). The training, if possible, was 

carried out by representatives from the social economy 

sector;

▪ After opening the care farms

- more detailed topics and were prepared to meet the 

needs of the staff running the farm.
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First aid and for carer takers 

of the elderly trainings
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First aid and for carer takers 

of the elderly trainings
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Study visits
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Training in various forms

of activation of seniors
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Training in various forms 

of activation of seniors
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Who supported creating and 

developing care farms and their 

trainings in the lubuskie region?

▪ Regional Centre for Social Policy Development

1. recognizing the need to create local places where it 
would be possible to provide social services for seniors;

2. recognizing the potential of the social economy in the 
field of providing care services in the field;

3. cooperation with the SILVER SMEs team in the 
modification of the social policy document to contribute to the 
development of the social economy (LPRES), including 
services for seniors.

4. preparation of a model for creating a care farm.

5. preparation and launch of a pilot project - opening 3 care 
farms.

6. establishing three care farms.

7. monitoring the implementation of activities in care farms.
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Lobbying for silver economy solutions

It is very important to lobby for solutions to the needs of

seniors.

The Silver SMEs project created an opportunity for

representatives of various sectors and industries to meet

and look for solutions together, including those that, as in

the case of care farms, were within reach.

business

Public 
institutions

NGO’s
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To sum up - no training no business

▪ Staff trainings

▫ The farm staff must meet certain requirements and be 

authorized to work with seniors and people with 

disabilities - financing courses for staff is an essential 

elementText;

▫ Support for the participation of social entrepreneurs in 

various forms of training gives them the opportunity to 

create an offer for seniors that is attractive and 

adequate to local needs.

▫ Good training enables them to compete with other 

service providers.
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The Basic Frame  1

▪ Hostelry is not always friendly for dependant SILVERS and disabled 

guests. But there are exceptions. Some respite or nursing hotels can 

be found around Europe, receiving both guests and their families or 

caretakers.

Photo Credit: https://revitalise.org.uk/respite-holidays/sandpipers/
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The Basic Frame 2

▪ On the other hand a large number of 

hotels in Europe is physically prepared to 

receive disabled or dependant guests, but 

they lack the human capital. 

▪ Most hotels have administrative, 

reception and cleaning workers, but they 

do not have, or will have, specialized 

professional caretakers for disabled or 

dependant SILVER guests.

Photo Credits: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_hotel_reception.jpg
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The Basic Frame 3

▪ Finally guests do not always like

or even accept to look at

themselves as dependant or

disabled, because the

acceptance of that label comes

with a psychological burden, and

often respite units are linked

with social and age isolation.
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The Basic Frame 4

▪ Therefore, if they can, they tendentially avoid places like nursing homes 

with hostelry, preferring normal nice accessible hotels, even at the cost of a 

lack of specialized human support. 

▪ But there would be a higher demand  if there was  better human specialized  

offer in these hotels. 

Photo Credits: www.booking.com/hotel/pt/povoadelanhosocharmemariadafonte.pt-pt.html?auth_success=1&activeTab=photosGallery. 

Hotel de Charme Maria da Fonte - estacionamento - Paulo Pinto. 2023. 

http://www.booking.com/hotel/pt/povoadelanhosocharmemariadafonte.pt-pt.html?auth_success=1&activeTab=photosGallery
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The Plan to take action! 1

▪ What we proposed, after a long 

journey,  learning with many 

examples, and inspired in Aldeia 

Toda project in Ave,  was to 

create a training process which 

would allow professional 

caretaker’s SMEs, with due 

training and with desirable 

health professionals backing, to 

adhere to a platform …

Photo Credits: Project Aldeia Toda  - Zara Pontes
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The Plan to take action! 2

▪ and match with hotels looking for their services, supplying the 

technical support which will allow to open a much larger range of 

hotels to dependent SILVERS as well as other disabled guest, and 

their families, if  they are structurally prepared for accessible 

tourism. 

Banco de Cuidadores Profissionais em 

Turismo Silver  ( Matching Platform) 
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The Plan to take action!

▪ In this path, still in its early hours, 

with a long, interesting but probably 

difficult way ahead, we counted and 

count, with the support of Middle 

Ave Employment Centre, of the 

national Institute for Employment 

and Professional Training ( IEFP)  who 

developed already three training 

courses for the project. 
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The Plan to take action!

▪ This courses are complementary, and approach themes like: 
Occupational activities ( Occupational Therapy) , English, Local 
Cultural Heritage, First Aid, Nutrition and Feeding Care, Hygiene Care 
and Entrepreneurship. 

▪ Each one has around 250h and will help SILVER Tourism Caretaking 
SMEs to have qualified human capital to improve service in hotels.
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The Plan to take action!

▪ The other key partner is the Association of Portugal´s Rural Hotels, 

who will be running the platform  Banco de Cuidadores Profissionais 

em Turismo SILVER, the first step to the effectiveness  of a 

contribution  for life quality improvement for dependant SILVERS and 

the creation of many jobs.  

▪ Both are here present at highest level..

. 

OBRIGADO!



Follow us on the social media

For more information contact: 

Thank you!

www.interregeurope.eu/SilverSMEs

Paulo Costa-Pinto

CIM do Ave

Paulo.pinto@cim-ave.pt

https://www.linkedin.com/company/silver-smes/
https://twitter.com/Silver_SMEs
https://www.facebook.com/SilverSMEs


Specific call for rural 

entrepreneurs/companies 

boosting Silver Economy in the 

province of Burgos (Spain) 

Beatriz García Val

Society for the development of the 

province of Burgos (SODEBUR)

bgarcia@sodebur.es

FINAL CONFERENCE
Brussels, 21st February 2023



2

PROVINCE OF BURGOS 

Spain

14.022 Km2

371 municipalities – 1.200 living areas

357.650 inhabitants

8,27 hab/km2 rural areas

Rural population: 113.000 inhab.

MIRANDA DE EBRO

(35.500 residents)

BURGOS   (176.000 residents)

ARANDA DE DUERO

(32.500 residents)

Burgos occupies the first place 

in nº of municipalities by 

provinces of Spain
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ACTION PLAN: 
Summary of included actions

ACTION PLAN (2021-2023)
To promote and support the establishment of companies operating in 

the silver economy sector in the province of Burgos

1. Detection of entrepreneurship’s opportunities to establish new

companies in the silver economy sector in rural areas.

2. Call of funding to support companies and entrepreneurs in rural

areas working in the silver economy sector.
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ACTION 2: phase 1 as a source of inspiration

ACTION 2

Call of funding to support companies and entrepreneurs in rural areas 

working in the silver economy sector

PHASE 1 ‘Interregional learning’

Two main good practices as source of inspiration:

• Silver Surfer 4.0

Eurasanté.

Partners Meeting and AgeingFit Event. January 29th – 30th, Lille (France).

Call for projects (launched in 2015) supporting the innovations related at

Silver Economy and helps regional SMEs offering solutions to address

the challenges of ageing and disability.

• “Social Entrepreneurship Programme in Aragón”

Development Institute of Aragon (Regional Government of Aragon).

Partners Meeting and International Workshop. October 23rd – 24th, Zielona Góra (Poland).

Specific programmes to give more visibility to social entrepreneurship and

communicate its important contribution to the region development;

enhancing the socioeconomic impact of this kind of businesses.
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ACTION 2: nature & timeline

ACTION 2

Call of funding to support companies and entrepreneurs in rural areas 

working in the silver economy sector

NATURE OF THE ACTION

ACTION 2 is the continuity of ACTION 1 “Detection of entrepreneurship’s opportunities to create new

companies” with the aim of completing an integral model to favour the entrepreneurship ecosystem in the

province of Burgos related to the silver economy sector.

This action concerns the development and launching of a new financial line to support companies and

entrepreneurs operating in the rural areas of the province of Burgos working in the silver economy sector

(new or existing ones).

TIMELINE

- Steering Committee. SODEBUR. Approval of the call on 27th May 2022

- CALL open for applicants 15th June – 14th July 2022 (one month)

- Checking eligibility of applications and assessment (criteria)

- Steering Committee. SODEBUR. Initial proposal of financing on 30th September 2022

- Steering Committee. SODEBUR. Resolution of allegations on 24th November 2022

- 5th December 2022. Publication of the definitive decision (official journal of the province)
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ACTION 2: main features of the call

❑ SODEBUR’s budget 2022. 150,000,00€

Non-refundable subsidy

❑ AIM: financing itinerary services in the rural areas of the province of Burgos as a source of 

economic activity and improvement of the quality of life of its population, especially the 

elderly.

❑ COMPETITION. Criteria for assessment; inhabitants (attended municipalities), % of elderly 

people (+65), number of attended municipalities…

❑ ELIGIBLE ECONOMIC ACTIONS: Itinerant services and investments (01/01/2022): basic 

supply services, personal care services, services of domestic nature, leisure and cultural 

services…

❑ BENEFICIARIES: entrepreneurs, self-employees and private companies operating in at 

least 4 municipalities of the province (less than 20,000 inhabitants).

❑ FINANCING: 

- Investment no needed: 3,000-6,000€ (depending on the number of municipalities).

- Investment needed: 60-80% (máximum of 15,000.00€).
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ACTION 2: funding projects

Definitive proposal for funding

STEERING COMMITTEE, 24/11/2022

ASSESSMENT ACCORDING TO THE CRITERIA ESTABLISHED IN THE CALL

Number of received applications 79

Number of eligible applications 58

Number of applicants finally financing 30 (38%) – 28 services and 2 investments
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2023 - Support to the silver economy in 

the province of Burgos

STRATEGIC PLAN FOR THE PROVINCE OF 

BURGOS 2025

STRATEGIC AXIS 2. Business development and employment

LINE 2.3 NEW ECONOMIES AS OPPORTUNITY

- Strategic Action 2.3.2. Promotion of silver economy

❑ Drafting the new call for funding to support companies and entrepreneurs in rural areas 

working in the silver economy sector, 2023.



9

Q&A



Thank you very for your 

attention

FINAL CONFERENCE
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Presentation

For over 20 years, Eurasanté has strived to develop the

nutrition and health sectors

in the Hauts-de-France region. Our experienced project

managers help researchers, start-ups, and companies

develop their projects.

Our objective is to help develop the regional economy

by creating employment and wealth in the area, while

improving prevention and care.
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Our actions to source and support 

entrepreneurship 

Our experienced project managers help researchers, start-ups, and companies with their 
development projects. Our services:

▪ Promote research activity

▪ Cooperate with research

▪ Set-up a business

▪ Fundraising support

▪ Recruitment support
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The Silver Surfer Call for projects 

A call for projects launched in 2015 to stimulate innovation for healthy ageing and

to provide innovative solutions for seniors losing their independence. Support for

the prototyping and testing of the solutions developed.

Key figures for the 8 editions of Silver 

Surfer: 

• +170 applications received

• 45 proofs of concept funded for an 

amount of €360,000 

• 27 final winners supported in the 

development of their product or 

service

• 28 thematics related to the 

challenges of aging

Partnership model: From end user to 

dissemination and fundings 

• Local Authorities and payers: Region / 

City Council / Social Security 

• Insurers

• Nursing Homes and Home care 

service providers 

• Hospitals  

• Financing authorities 

Create a growth context for SMEs to answer user needs
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The Silver Surfer call, at the origin of the creation 

of the 1st European incubator on Silver Economy 

1st incubator dedicated to healthy ageing in Europe

Eurasenior’s office, welcoming start-ups and 

companies, is located in the city center of Arras  

Different topics (not only health):

- Leisure

- Finetech

- Home

- Nutrition

- Mobility

- Services…

Already 20 start-ups supported by Eurasenior

created in 2021. 

Goal: support 85 new healthy ageing projects and 

create 25 companies by 2025 
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• June 2022 – March 2023: implementation of the 8th edition of our call for projects:

• 19 applications received, not only health related (Eurasenior)

• 7 projects pre-selected

• 3 final projects selected → benefit from a 9-month coaching on the ergonomics and the use of

their proof of concept / Testing sessions have been done.

• Award ceremony during the European event AgeingFit, in Lille on March 7th (FR)

• New features of the 8th Edition:

• Introduction of a matchmaking session between selected projects and end user communities (54

participants / 37 meetings)

• A 3-month experimentation phase

• Specific budget to implement the experimentations

• Results:

• 2 co-creation sessions

• 28 scoping meetings

• 11 tests

• 4 focus groups

Silver Surfer 8

Laureates on  

• Ophthalmology

• Relaxation and well 

being 

• Mobility 
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How did we setup a financial support 

to Silver Eco SMEs? 

A dedicated
infrastructure

Incubation 
programs

Call for 
Projects

Valide Network

Experimentation

• Select the right partners

• Involve everyone in the innovation process

• Make sur that there is a need identified

• Support the project by securing the market, the

business model and the commercial process

• Give the access to the right fundings at each of the

development phases of the project
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Region Dalarna

15 municipalities

Area: Size as 

Belgium

290 000 inhabitants
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Population pyramid year 2021. Dalarna County. Domestically born 

in Dalarna in 2021 compared to foreign born (black line)
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A policy area in change

2023-02-22 4

From regional growth to 

sustainable regional development
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40 Priorities

✓ Promoting

entrepreneurship

and enterprise

✓ Strengthen the 

opportunities for 

the elderly to 

participate and 

contribute to the 

society

Position 2030

Equal living

conditions and good

health give everyone

in Dalarna the 

opportunity to 

develope
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Dala Strategy connects with the Silver Economy

• Smarter homes as a test and 

demonstration arena in collaboration 

with Dalarna University and the 

Region will continue to be developed 

and planning of training in assistive  

technology is underway

• Byggdialog Dalarna, cooperation in 

the planning of new housing for 

elderly using Virtual Reality (VR). 

Byggdialog Dalarna has involved 

public and private sector, as well as 

older people, to reflect in the not yet 

finished building 
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Dala Strategy connects with the Silver Economy

• Sätergläntan, the Nordic Center for 

Crafts and cultural heritage offers 

training for elderly in handicraft

• Gullogården retirement home 

contributing to the development of social 

entrepreneurship. Works as a 

cooperative and is a non-profit 

association

Gullogården 

retirement home
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Thanks to the SILVER SMEs project, region Dalarna shall continue to

Develop Smarter Homes as a Test and Demonstration Arena for companies that develop 

products aimed for the elderly population

Thanks to the project, members of the stakeholders group have participated in partner 

meetings abroad which has contributed to easy spreading of information further in the region and 

to shorten decision-making paths and facilitate so that the strategy also includes the elderly 

population in the region
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South-West 

of Ireland
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There are nine regional 

enterprise plans, which 

are based on nine 

regions in Ireland.  

The plans are developed 

in conjunction with 

regional stakeholders 

who work collaboratively 

on various initiatives to 

help deliver enterprise 

growth across the 9 

regions of Ireland.
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The inclusion of the silver 

economy as an action   

under the strategic 

objectives of the South-

West Regional Enterprise 

Plan (SWREP) 2024.

SWREP 2024 was launched 

in 2022.
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▪ SWREP (2024) consisted of 6 Strategic objectives

The Silver Economy as an action was included in

▪ Strategic Objective 1 – which focused on enhancing the 

enterprise eco-system across the region through 

innovation, entrepreneurship and digitalisation.
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Result of SWOT Report
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SWREP 2024 - Action
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Special Issue – Small Enterprise Journal

Small Enterprises and the Silver Economy
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Academic Journal Article
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