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OECD > Topics > Demographic change in regions and cities

Demographic
change in regions
and cities

Many places in the OECD face declining and ageing
populations. This trend will continue. 14 OECD countries
are expecting to lose population by 2040. In some regions
this trend will be lasting and strong, with some projected
to lose 20% or more of their population by 2050. Strong
population shrinkage brings challenges that are best
addressed at the regional and local level. For example, the
costs of services and infrastructure provision rise per
person, while quality and access risks declining. Affected
regions typically struggle with labour and skill shortages,
deteriorating real estate values, eroding tax bases and
vacant buildings. The effects vary across regions: while
people often migrate from rural to urban regions, some
cities and towns are also affected by population decline.
Local policies, delivered with national support, are
necessary to foster well-being, economic and
environmental sustainability. They need to cover
government finances, infrastructure and service provision
as well as multilevel governance.

Policy sub-issue

Key links
Shrinking Smartly and Sustainably Flyer >
Shrinking Smartly in Estonia >
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INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF GEOGRAPHY

Gert-Jan Hospers, Josefina Syssner (Eds.)

SMALLER CITIES
IN A SHRINKING
WORLD

Dealing With Urban Current  Archives Announcements Forthcoming About ~
and Rural Shrinkage B o niinpiermibomiidsparafiijaspedbenpiil ol

Formal and Informal Strategies

Vol. 200 No. 2 (2022): Depopulation and
shrinkage in a northern context:
Bafoean Regions geographical perspectives, spatial

LIt processes, and policies

LEARNING TO
THRIVE WITHOUT
GROWTH

ALAN
MALLACH

Published: 2022-12-31

EDITORIALS

Depopulation and shrinkage in a Northern context: geographical
perspectives, spatial processes and policies
Moritz Albrecht, Maija Halonen, Josefina Syssner
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RUSTIK

Rural Sustainability
Transitions through
Integration of Knowledge for
improved policy processes

CASPER

Citizen Activation in Si
rural areas for Place-b

policies to Enhance Re
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Responses to shrinking in planning and policy

» Trivialising — unwillingness to face shrinking

» Countering — goal of resuming population growth
» Accepting and adapting

» Utilizing shrinking

A stigma which is at odds with the ideals of decision-makers
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Recommendations from earlier projects and research:

« Accept the demographic changes — include it as a central part of the planning
process at all levels ("realistic planning")

» Decouple shrinkage from failure

* Development and "success" - more than population growth (quality of life, inclusion,
natural environment, entrepreneurs, etc.). New types of goals/strategies?

 Citizen involvement important

« Cooperation between sectors, levels etc.

A need to develop knowledge-based and innovative theories, models and practices
that can meet the complex challenges of this development.
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RURALPLAN

1. Take the recommendations as a starting point: accept/adapt to demographic
changes, disconnect shrinking from failure etc. («contextual orientation»)

2. Implement and test a model for innovative planning (RUPIL). (model known
from innovation-processes — but here implemented in and adapted to societal
planning)
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RUPIL

The Rural
Planning and
Innovation Lab

Complex problems and challenges of shrinking
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Strategic Planning Context

1. Thematic/contextual

Abi nohemmmd Cmmd mc
orientation i

to any given planniing Wmtovhrw

2. Exploring the
problem(s)

6. Scaling and disseminating

= s The Model The co-created results l
3. Gathering Insight Assesing and Collaborative action
adjusting the pilot and/ot feed into the l
lecalfregional strategic
planning process |
4. Devioping creating
ideas, policy, means 5. Implementing solutions !
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Map 2.1
Case study areas in Switzerland (Albula), Sweden (Malung-Salen) and Norway (Os)

Case-study areas in their NUTS3 regions
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Source: Authors own elaboration

Xl European Mountain Conventicii




12
Malung-Salen

The pilot cases municipality,

Dalarna
Sweden

The Albula region, Graubtnden,
Switzerland

Os municipality, Innlandet, Norway
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Experiences so far

» Starting point («contextual orientation») well received among actors involved

« Seems to influence what kind of goals, strategies and measures are
selected/worked upon (innovation?)

 RUPIL is adaptable to these different contexts — modifications are under
consideration

Final reports in December 2024
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